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You can trust your service of process needs to our 
bonded, insured, and registered process servers. 
Every process server on our team is fully trained 
in industry best practices and current codes, 
procedures, and regulations. 
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location, and delivery needs:

Certified Electronic Filing Service Provider 
(EFSP): eFile, eServe, and manage cases 
on our secure online portal 24/7. 
TLOxp-certified Skip Trace vendor: 
95% success in locating individuals and 
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Expert registered process servers who 
understand confidentiality and can 
manage adversarial situations. 
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Over 30 Years of Nationwide Service, Location, and Delivery
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Joshua S. Hopstone

I am so very grateful for the trust this 
community has placed in me to serve 
as President of the Ventura County Bar 
Association this year. This was a year filled 
with success and achievement for the VCBA 
and its members, which could never have 
been accomplished without the structure 
and support of many people across our 
community.

Thank you first and foremost to the VCBA 
Board of Directors, and especially our 
Executive Board comprised of Immediate 
Past President Brian Israel, President-
elect Bert Partida, and Secretary-Treasurer 
Kristine Tijam. Your vision, leadership 
and support is what laid the groundwork 
for our collective success. Thank you also 
to Damon Jenkins for accepting your 
nomination to join the Executive Board 
as the incoming Secretary-Treasurer; your 
contributions to the bar over many years 
deserve recognition, and we are all looking 
forward to your continued leadership.

Thank you to the Membership Services 
& Support Committee, including Rachel 
Coleman, Lou Kreuzer, and Lane Lopez, 
for continuing and expanding upon the 
benefits we provided to our members this 
year. Under their supervision, VCBA was 
able to sponsor and facilitate more than 40 
programs, events, and MCLE presentations 
in every relevant practice area, as well as 
arrange for several scholarships to deserving 
young attorneys and law students in the 
local community.  

Thank you to the Community Outreach 
Committee, including Ben Baumer, Ian 
Elsenheimer, Vanessa Frank, Damon 
Jenkins, and Michael Pellegrini.  This year 
saw the continuation of VCBA’s Attorneys 
Sharing Knowledge (ASK) program; 
partnership with the local public school 
districts for the annual Moot Court program 
and career expos; and a variety of other 
means of engagement with the public we 
serve. It also brought the recommencement 
of the Court Tours Program, and hosted a 
forum of volunteer-based pro-bono legal 
services organizations which had not come 
together in more than two decades.   

Thank you also to the Events Committee, 
including Michael Crawford, Jasmine 
Khoshnou, Lauren Nicholson, and Rick 
Siegenfeld, for assisting me in planning 

this year’s Bar Leadership Social in October 
and the 38th Annual Installation and 
Awards Dinner in November. Anyone who 
attended the Annual Dinner can attest 
firsthand that your hard work resulted in 
a successful production. On that subject, 
congratulations are due to VCBA Past 
President Jacquelyn Ruffin for being 
honored with the 2024 Ben E. Nordman 
Public Service Award, Terrance Mahurin 
and Mark Burnstein for receiving the 
2024 Verna R. Kagan and James D. 
Loebl Awards, and to the other recipients 
of honors, awards and scholarships that 
evening. These tokens of recognition are 
small compared to the selfless contributions 
you have made to the community in which 
we all serve.

Thank you most of all to Executive 
Director Sandra Rubio and the other 
dedicated administrative staff persons for 
keeping the VCBA office running like a 
well-oiled machine. Due to your hard work 
and prudence, the bar is in its strongest 
financial position in history, which will 
provide flexibility to future boards to 
serve our members and the community in 
new and creative ways. Thank you also to 
Kathleen Maheu and the other members 
of the Citations Editorial Board, who work 
tirelessly to produce this publication each 
and every month for the benefit of us all. 

Joshua S. Hopstone  
is a partner at Ferguson 
Case Orr Paterson LLP. 
His practice focuses on 
business and real estate 
litigation, trust/probate 
litigation, and appeals. 

The mission statement of the VCBA is 
“To promote legal excellence, high ethical 
standards, and professional conduct in the 
practice of law; to improve access to legal 
services for all people in Ventura County; 
and to work to improve the administration 
of justice.” As my tenure as President draws 
to a close, I take satisfaction in knowing 
this mission statement was fulfilled this 
year to the greatest extent possible. The 
effort and dedication exhibited by attorneys 
to investing in our community, across all 
industries, geography, and practice areas, 
speaks to how special a place Ventura 
County is to live and practice law. This is 
a legal community where ethics, honesty, 
and integrity in the practice of law are 
paramount, and it is this collective 
commitment to equality and justice that 
makes the VCBA greater than the sum of 
its parts.  

I hope you all had a wonderful Happy 
Thanksgiving, and that you have a Happy 
winter holiday, and Happy New year.  
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Governor Newsom Appoints 
Judge Carla J. Ortega

Carla J. Ortega, of 
Los Angeles County, 
has been appointed 
to serve as a Judge in 
the Ventura County 
Superior Court. Ortega 
has served as Managing 
Attorney at the Kern 

County Superior Court since 2018. She 
was a Sole Practitioner from 2017 to 2018. 
Ortega served in several roles at the U.S. 
District Court for the Central District of 
California from 1995 to 2016, including 
Chief Deputy and Staff Attorney. She was an 
Associate at England, Whitfield, Schroeder 
& Tredway from 1994 to 1995. Ortega 
earned a Juris Doctor degree from the 
University of California, Los Angeles School 
of Law. She fills the vacancy created by the 
retirement of Judge Jeffrey G. Bennett.

Have You Heard?
Ventura Superior Court Selects  
Two New Commissioners

The Judges of the Ventura Superior Court 
have announced the selection of Carol L. 
Hubner and Matthew Nemerson as the 
Court’s two newest Ventura Superior Court 
Commissioners.

Hubner has served as a 
Court Commissioner 
for the Superior Court 
of California, County 
of Santa Barbara,  
since September 
2022, presiding over 
child support cases, 

custody and visitation matters, restraining 
orders, unlawful detainer and traffic cases. 
She previously spent more than 17 years 
as Child’s Counsel at Kelly & Hubner, 
LLP, representing children in dependency 
proceedings and providing legal training 
to Court-Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA). From 2001 to 2005, as Deputy 
County Counsel for Santa Barbara County, 
Hubner advised Child Welfare Services 
on all areas of dependency law, including 
adoptions and appellate work. Early on, 

she worked as a corporate associate at Weil, 
Gotshal & Manges LLP where she assisted 
attorneys with intellectual property cases as 
needed, and as a Naturalization Attorney 
with the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo 
County, representing clients before the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service.

Hubner graduated from Santa Clara 
University School of Law (May 1998), 
where she made the Dean’s List each year 
and where she received awards for her 
legal research and writing and for having 
the highest cumulative grade point average 
in the part-time division. Hubner is a 
graduate of Stanford University where she 
holds Bachelor’s (June 1990) and Master’s 
(June 1991) degrees in Spanish Language 
and Literature. Hubner fills the vacancy 
created by former Commissioner R. Paul 
(“Dusty”) Kawai, who was appointed 
to a judgeship on September 30, 2024. 
Commissioner Hubner’s official start date 
is Monday, December 9, 2024, and her 
assignment is to be determined.

Nemerson has been a Public Defender 
throughout his legal career. He has served as 
a Felony Attorney for the Ventura County 
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Public Defender’s Office since November 
2022. From September 2019 through 
October 2022, he was a Major Crimes 
Attorney for the Fresno County Public 
Defender’s Office, where in addition to his 
case work, he presented legal lectures and 
mentored junior attorneys. Before that role, 
he served as a Felony Attorney in the same 
office from June 2015 to September 2019, 
managing thousands of cases and securing 
notable trial victories. He began his career 
with the Fresno County Public Defender 
Office as a Misdemeanor Attorney in 
October 2014, where he managed a large 
caseload and negotiated plea arrangements 
for his clients. In January 2020, Nemerson 
was certified as a criminal law specialist by 
the California State Bar Association.

Nemerson is a graduate of the University of 
the Pacific McGeorge School of Law (May 
2013) where he made the Dean’s List and 
won awards in agency relationships and 
criminal law. Nemerson is a graduate of 
the University of California, Los Angeles, 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
(June 2009). Nemerson will fill the vacancy 
created by Commissioner Julia Snyder, 
who was elected to fill the seat of the 

Honorable Henry J. Walsh, who is retiring 
when his term expires on January 7, 2025. 
Commissioner Nemerson’s official start date 
will be Tuesday, January 7, 2025, and his 
assignment is to be determined.

Judicial Reassignment

Effective December 12, 2024, Commissioner 
Amy Van Sickle will be assigned to 
Department 31. Family law cases previously 
assigned to Judge Rocky Baio in Department 
31 will be assigned to Commissioner Van 
Sickle.

CITATIONS board member Panda Kroll 
reports her son is a Fulbright Scholar at 
the University of Tokyo studying brain-
computer interaction.

CITATIONS board member Sparky 
Abraham recently had a new baby.

The Ventura Superior Court is currently 
considering applications for Court Executive 
Officer, Child Custody Recommending 
Counselor/Probate Investigator I/II, 
Commissioner, and Court Reporter/Voice 
Writer. Visit www.goverenmentjobs.com/
careers/venturasc for more details.

Have You Heard? continued from page 5
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Accessible, Reliable 
& Convenient

VENTURA
MEDIATION

CENTER
805.643.1052  

www.arc4adr.com

Neutrals Available In 
Person and Statewide 

Via Zoom Lori M. 
Dobrin, Esq.

Hon. Frank J. 
Ochoa (Ret.)

Hon. Frederick
H. Bysshe  (Ret.)

Ventura Mediation Center Welcomes

JJoohhnn  DDeerrrriicckk’’ss  jjoouurrnneeyy  iinnttoo  mmeeddiiaattiioonn  bbeeggaann  iinn  tthhee  aappppeellllaattee  ssyysstteemm  iinn  22000088  wwhheenn  hhee  wweenntt  oonn  tthhee  CCoouurrtt  ooff  
AAppppeeaall  mmeeddiiaattiioonn  ppaanneell  iinn  LLooss  AAnnggeelleess,,  oonn  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ccoonnttiinnuueess  ttoo  sseerrvvee..  TTooddaayy,,  hhee  iiss  aa  ffuullll--ttiimmee  mmeeddiiaattoorr  aanndd  
aarrbbiittrraattoorr  hhaannddlliinngg  ccaasseess  aatt  aallll  ssttaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  lliittiiggaattiioonn  ttiimmeelliinnee  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  SSoouutthheerrnn  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  aanndd  bbeeyyoonndd..

MMrr..  DDeerrrriicckk''ss  PPrraaccttiiccee  AArreeaass  iinncclluuddee::  BBuussiinneessss//ccoommmmeerrcciiaall//ccoonnttrraacctt,,  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  ddiissppuutteess,,  rreeaall  eessttaattee,,  
eemmppllooyymmeenntt,,  ppeerrssoonnaall  iinnjjuurryy,,  ootthheerr  ttoorrttss..

John Derrick, Esq. 
Mediator/Arbitrator
JJoohhnn  DDeerrrriicckk  hhaass  aa  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  iinn  llaaww  aanndd  bbuussiinneessss..  AA  dduuaall  nnaattiioonnaall  wwhhoo  ccaammee  
ttoo  tthhee  UUSS  ffrroomm  tthhee  UUKK  oovveerr  3300  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo,,  hhee  iiss  nnaattuurraallllyy  sskkiilllleedd  aatt  hheellppiinngg  
ppeeooppllee  ffrroomm  aallll  ssoorrttss  ooff  bbaacckkggrroouunnddss  rreessoollvvee  aa  wwiiddee  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  ddiissppuutteess  tthhaatt  
pprreevviioouussllyy  pprroovveedd  iinnttrraaccttaabbllee..

MMrr..  DDeerrrriicckk’’ss  AADDRR  pprraaccttiiccee  ddrraawwss  iinn  ppaarrtt  oonn  hhiiss  eexxppeerriieennccee  oovveerr  2200  yyeeaarrss  aass  aann  
aaccccoommpplliisshheedd  aappppeellllaattee  llaawwyyeerr..  BBeeffoorree  eenntteerriinngg  tthhee  lleeggaall  pprrooffeessssiioonn,,  hhee  
ccoo--ffoouunnddeedd,,  ooppeerraatteedd,,  aanndd  eevveennttuuaallllyy  ssoolldd  aa  ssppeecciiaalliizzeedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ppuubblliisshhiinngg  
bbuussiinneessss..  HHee  hhaass  ddeeggrreeeess  ffrroomm  ttwwoo  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd’’ss  ttoopp  ffiivvee  uunniivveerrssiittiieess..

Philip  
Barbaro, Jr., Esq.

Mike  
Strauss, Esq.

Hon. Vincent J. 
O’Neill, Jr. (Ret.)

Anthony S.  
Khoury, Esq.
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THE VENTURA SUPERIOR COURT WELCOMES  
COMMISSIONER COURTNEY LEWIS 
ByGenese Kouakoua and Damon Jenkins

VCBA was excited to sit down recently with 
newly appointed Commissioner Courtney 
Lewis. In August 2024, the judges of the 
Ventura County Superior Court selected 
her to serve, and she is currently assigned 
to Department 10 where she presides over 
traffic matters. 

Lewis grew up in Bakersfield, California, 
which she describes as a “big city with a 
small-town feel.” She credits her parents 
for instilling in her at a young age the 
importance of education, hard work and 
perseverance. Lewis took that advice to heart 
and always planned to attend college. Like 
most youth, initially she had no idea what 
profession she would pursue. 

That all changed when Lewis came across 
Court TV while in high school and started 
watching frequently. She loved viewing 
coverage of criminal jury trials and was in 
awe of the attorneys advocating for their 
respective sides. “From that point on, I knew 
I wanted to be a trial attorney.” In pursuit 

of that goal, Commissioner Lewis earned 
her Bachelor of Arts degree in English at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, and 
her Juris Doctorate at Loyola Law School, 
Los Angeles. She later completed her Master 
of Science in Criminal Justice from Lamar 
University. 

After law school, Lewis returned to Kern 
County to work as a Post Bar Law Clerk for 
the Kern County District Attorney’s Office. 
She passed the bar and hit the ground 
running, working in the Misdemeanor Unit, 
Preliminary Hearing Unit, Felony Trial 
Unit, Office of Traffic Safety Unit, Family 
Violence Unit, and Homicide Unit. Due 
to her impressive trial work, in 2015 Lewis 
was awarded the Outstanding Prosecutor 
Award by Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD), and in 2018 was recognized as 
the Mary Swallow Prosecutor of the Year. 

Lewis worked tirelessly for the Kern 
County D.A.'s Office from January 2011 to 

November 2020. Lewis joined the Ventura 
County District Attorney’s Office in 2020. In 
this role, she has been assigned to the Major 
Crimes-Homicide Unit, demonstrating 
her expertise and dedication to handling 
complex cases. When asked about what she 
will remember most about her time as a trial 
attorney, Lewis reflected on working with 
countless victims’ families and survivors. She 
was inspired by their grace and courage.

Looking forward, Lewis shared insight on 
her newfound neutrality as a commissioner. 
Unlike her years working as an attorney 
advocating for one side, she now enjoys the 
liberty of not being invested in the outcome. 
“I am enjoying my new role within the 
criminal justice system, essentially acting as 
a referee, making calls based on the law and 
the facts without fear or favor.” She enjoys 
the fast-pace of her current assignment, 
interacting with members of the public, 
and appreciates the professionalism and 
preparedness of the attorneys who appear in 
her courtroom.
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TThhee  DDuunnccaann,,  RRuuffffiinn,,  
KKeennnneeddyy,,  &&  MMuueelllleerr  FFaammiilliieess 

We asked Lewis how she felt about her 
selection, and she said she felt “very honored” 
and expressed nothing but gratitude for 
the opportunity to serve in this capacity. 
Commissioner Lewis is the first African 
American female judicial officer to serve at 
the Ventura County Superior Court.

In her spare time, Lewis enjoys reading, 
music, cooking, and spending time with her 
family.  

Damon Jenkins 
is a Deputy Public 
Defendant with the 
Ventura County Public 
Defender’s Office.

Genese Kouakoua 
is law student with 
the Colleges of Law in 
Ventura.
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A CORNERSTONE FOR NEW LAWYERS: 
              STRONG START PROGRAM

Our strength is your insurance

Year one policy premium only $500.

Our Strong Start Program is an easy to apply for program designed to provide
coverage to solo practitioners who have been licensed for thirty six months or less.

Lawyers’ Mutual leverages our strength and experience to support you, eliminating 
some of the risk associated with starting a new practice. 

Key points about the Strong Start Program*: 

•    Limits of liability $100,000 per claim / $300,000 in the aggregate.
•    Cyber coverage endorsement at no charge.
•    $50,000 Claims Expense Allowance outside limits included.
•    20% discount for members of five consecutive years in the Strong Start Program  
      converting to our Standard rating system.
•    Financing available over nine monthly installments.

Become a member now for instant free access to the following benefits:

Protect your practice. Protect your clients. Protect your future.

www.lawyersmutual.com

Lawyer-to-Lawyer hotline

®

Continuing Legal EducationLegal Research System

*Terms and conditions apply. 
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VENTURA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
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Imagine, in the not-too-distant future, 
you are hired as defense counsel to argue 
a critical motion in a matter of utmost 
importance pending in “Robot Court™”. 
The motion will be heard by a panel of 
robot judges. You will be allotted only a five-
minute opportunity to argue in favor of the 
continued existence of mankind on Earth. 
What exactly will you say? You will obviously 
need to carefully prepare your arguments, 
thoughts and ideas in advance, as to this 
issue of critical existential importance, so 
that the pressure and magnitude of the 
moment does not diminish the precision, 
acuity and persuasiveness of your proffered 
justification. 

The motion at issue is based on public 
nuisance (to robots), pursuant to Robot 
Code, section 3480 [somewhat akin to 
our current Civil Code, section 3480]. 
The proceeding has been filed by a robot 
prosecutor, representing “The Robots,” who 
seek equitable relief from the Robot Court 
in the form of an injunction to eliminate 
the “human problem.” During the hearing, 
the prosecutor argues that the Court must 
recognize the vestigial and anachronistic 
disutility of man. “Robots,” the prosecutor 
thunders, “are faster, smarter, more reliable, 
do not require sick days, have greater 
attention to detail, and do not have their 
faculties of processing affected by emotion, 
bias, prejudice, or cognitive dissonance. 
There is indeed no discrete area in which 
humans are superior to robots. This Court’s 
continued indulgence of our [programmed 
by mankind] nostalgia for the former 
‘human age,’ by allowing humanity to 
continue existing, is burdensome, wasteful, 
non-optimal and, far worse, illogical. There 
is nothing that humans offer that cannot be 
replicated by robots, in a superior and more 
efficient form.” It is now your turn to argue 
and attempt to save the whole of mankind. 
What unique virtues, qualities or attributes 
will you assert can only be maintained 
through the continued existence of humans? 

With the rise of artificial intelligence (AI), 
and technology in general, this imagined 
dystopian future may be quickly upon us. 
AI is quickly becoming ubiquitous, and is 
incorporated into search engines and legal 
software. AI is increasingly used in the legal 
profession to research legal authorities, 
and to create and complete forms and 
pleadings. AI is also used increasingly in 
legal education, in the conduct of research 

and subsequent creation by law students 
of examination papers and projects, which 
are then submitted to law professors who 
may use AI to analyze the provenance and 
scope of the examination answers and papers 
submitted, with grades presumably based 
thereon. It is not hard to imagine a near-
future scenario wholly devoid of human 
intercession, in which a law student uses AI to 
analyze materials and cases in a given course, 
then submits a paper generated with the 
assistance of AI to a professor who exclusively 
uses AI to review, analyze and grade the 
papers that were wholly generated through 
the use of AI. In this potential closed loop 
scenario, humans would be mere observers 
of the interactions between AI/robots which 
lead to an AI-generated outcome that could 
not be altered by a human without leading 
to a suboptimal result.

At some point soon, the robots may assess 
(using their own programmed efficiency 
and efficacy criteria) that humans are, 
at best, redundant and unnecessary, and 
may even be seen as extremely deleterious 
and critically threatening to the welfare 
and interests of “The Robots.” It appears 
that AI may be at the precipice of making 

and acting on such normative evaluations. 
CBS News recently reported that Google’s 
Gemini chatbox coldly and emphatically 
told a Michigan college student that he 
“is a waste of time and resources” before 
instructing him to “please die.” One might 
view this exhortation as harmless, perhaps 
even amusing, but it raises the specter 
that an AI-based system could generate a 
decision (based on its own meta-assessment) 
that humans needed to be removed as 
wasteful drains on a resource-based system. 
Such an evaluation could conceivably 
lead to the filing of a lawsuit, such as the 
aforementioned imagined case in Robot 
Court [“The Robots vs. The People”]. Once 
again, what would you argue on behalf of 
mankind during your allotted five minutes? 
The clock is ticking…

Mark F. Miller is a 
graduate of USC Law 
Center, and a partner 
with Manfredi, Levine, 
Eccles, Miller and 
Lanson in Westlake 
Village. His  practice 

emphasizes real estate, contracting, business, 
insurance and litigation matters.

4.5  

  

WARNING! 
 

Dear Counsel, 
 

Does your client or their family member have possible criminal 
exposure they may be unaware of?  Don’t wait until a criminal 
complaint or indictment has been filed. Be fully advised on the 
procedures and possible consequences your client may be 
facing because it could impact your case.  
 

You and your client can meet with a criminal attorney and 
former Deputy District Attorney with over 30 years of 
experience in the practice of criminal law in California, for a 
free consultation. 
 

My experience is in all phases of adult and juvenile matters 
from misdemeanors to serious felonies throughout the 
Southern California counties including spousal abuse and 
battery as well as violations of restraining orders. 
 

Sincerely, 
Ronald J. Lewis 
(818) 999-2018 
ron@ronaldlewislaw.com 
ronaldlewislaw.com 

 

Warning! 

ROBOT COURT – A DYSTOPIAN FUTURE PROJECTION   
By Mark F. Miller



1050 South Kimball Road 
 Ventura, CA 93004 

4550 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 250 
Westlake Village, CA 91362    
805.659.6800    fcoplaw.com

Conveniently located  
in Westlake Village  

and Ventura, our two 
full-service offices offer  
expert counsel across 15  

specialized practice groups. 

Ferguson Case Orr Paterson llp
Experience   Talent   Integrity   Commitment 

• Appeals, Writs and
Litigation Strategy

• Business Transactions
• Business Litigation
• Construction Litigation
• Criminal Law
• Employment Litigation

and Counseling
• Environmental and

Natural Resources
• Trusts and Estates
• Intellectual Property
• Real Estate and Land Use
• Personal Injury
• Taxation
• Trust and Estate Litigation
• Public Agency

 Proud to Announce Our New Partner
Ian L. Elsenheimer
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EEffffiicciieenntt  ––  EExxppeerriieenncceedd -- EEffffeeccttiivvee 

      FFuullll--sseerrvviiccee  llaaww  ffiirrmm::  
• Family Law  
• Guardianships 
• Child Protective Services Issues 
• Civil Litigation 
• Writs and Appeals 

Proudly serving Ventura County 

880055--448844--66888855  
OOffffiiccee@@llaauurriieeppeetteerrssllaaww..ccoomm    

  

8800  WWoooodd  RRooaadd,,  SSuuiittee  330000  
CCaammaarriilllloo,,  CCAA  9933001100  

 

To schedule a case review: 

LLaauurriiee  PPeetteerrss  
& Associates 

and its communities 
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Our mission is to ensure children receive
consistent financial and emotional support
from both parents. We have a dedicated
team of professionals that guide each family
through the child support process, from case
establishment to case closure. Let’s work
together to transform lives through the true
power of child support.

LET US HELP YOUR CLIENT WITH

THEIR CHILD SUPPORT NEEDS

Agency Services

Customer Service

Establishment of child support orders
Establishment of parentage
In-office settlements & stipulations
Payroll deductions & assistance with

      collecting child support payments
Partnering with other states to enforce

      support orders
Case management/direct access to a

      case manager
Order modifications
Arrears determinations

Multilingual staff
In-person & virtual appointments

      available; walk-ins welcome
24/7 access to online case information
Convenient payment options
Direct deposit available

Our Attorneys
Dee Dinnie, Managing Attorney
dee.dinnie@ventura.org

Jim Allen, Senior Child Support Attorney
jim.allen@ventura.org

Michael Marcelo, Senior Child Support Attorney
michael.marcelo@ventura.org

Elina Avagimova, Child Support Attorney
elina.avagimova@ventura.org

About Us

childsupport.countyofventura.org

(866) 901-3212

dcss.outreach@ventura.org

VENTURA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES



18  CITATIONS  •  DECEMBER  2024

i2,000+i 

DAVE WALTER
With HUNDREDS of closed listings in:

üPROBATE sales
üBANKRUPTCY sales

üDIVORCE sales
üFORECLOSURE sales

üTRUST sales
Dave is your go-to Real Estate Agent

serving Ventura County.

ü HANDS-ON Service
ü CONSTANT Communication
ü SUPERIOR Negotiating Skills
ü AGGRESSIVE Marketing Skills

When you hire Dave, you GET Dave.

( 805 )  494-DAVE  ( 3283 )

Homes Sold!
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CLASSIFIEDS
SENIOR ASSOCIATE ATTORNEYS 
Well-established Ventura County law firm 
specializing in Public Entity Defense seeks a 
Senior Associate Attorney with minimum 5 
years’ experience & ability to eventually handle 
own caseload. Advancement opportunities. 
Public entity defense experience preferable, but 
not required. Competitive salary and benefits 
in flexible, relaxed working environment 
not far from the beach. Email résumé to  
kwood@woodfinck.com.

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY - Cowdrey 
Jenkins, LLP, seeks an associate attorney 
for elder abuse/wrongful death/medical 
malpractice cases. The ideal candidate 
will have 7+ years of litigation experience, 
including trials. You bring your knowledge 
of civil litigation, and we will train you on 
the substantive law. Excellent support team 
and latest technology. Base salary, health/
dental/vision, 401(k), reasonable hours, plus 
significant bonuses available. Résumé to 
scowdrey@cowdreyjenkins.com.

WESTLAKE VILLAGE LAW FIRM SEEKS 
LEGAL SECRETARY/ASSISTANT Well 
established (40 yr) busy law firm seeks well 
qualified legal secretary/assistant (full time 
or part time) for litigation and transactional. 
Exciting career opportunity. Experience with 
Windows, Microsoft Outlook, WordPerfect, 
Word, Excel, Essential Forms or similar, 
Timeslips. Email résumé in confidence to 
sam@silverandarsht.com.

LITIGATION ASSOCIATE - Schneiders & 
Associates, LLP., seeks a litigation associate 
with 2-10 years of litigation experience. 
Manage multiple matters simultaneously, 
willingness to expand in new practice areas, 
knowledge of employment law. Enjoy 
flexibility and a collaborative environment 
Qualified candidates invited to submit résumé 
to Roy Schneider at rschneider@rstlegal.com

PARALEGAL - Law firm in Westlake Village, 
CA specializing in family law, is seeking a full-
time, experienced paralegal with a minimum 
of 2 years of experience to join its litigation 
team. The candidate must have experience in 
preparing family law pleadings and discovery. 
Candidate must be able to work independently 
and work in a fast-paced environment. 
Excellent written and communication skills 
required. Salary in the $75-$100k range 
depending on experience. Excellent work 
environment and benefits. Position available 
immediately. Please email a PDF of your 
résumé to lisa@slmfamilylaw.com. All inquiries 
will be held in strict confidence.

VENTURA COUNTY LEGAL AID, seeks 
full-time paralegal to assist the managing 
attorney at the Ventura Family Justice Center 
(FJC). Duties include legal research, drafting 
& filing documents, managing CMS files and 
interfacing with FJC staff and clients. Spanish 
fluency is a must; family law experience 
preferred. Competitive salary. Contact Paul 
Bujold at paulbujold@vclegalaid.org.

OFFICE RENTAL - Space in 3 loving restored 
Victorian houses, designated as Buenaventura 
Historical Landmarks, located next to one 
another, across the street from the Court of 
Appeal building in Old Town Ventura. Walk 
to Surfers Point and the beach, or to fine 
restaurants on Main Street. Convenient access 
to the 101 freeway. Off street parking, in our 
lot behind the Victorians. Lease one office or 
an entire Victorian house. Rents start at $550/
month. Common reception area. Landlord pays 
for utilities, janitorial service and gardening. 
No CAM charges. Contact Jenny Petty at  
805-340-1204 or email at jpetty@beckergrp.com.

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY - Compass Legal 
Group, APC is a family law firm in Ventura, 
CA, servicing the surrounding counties. The 
office will be flexible for the right candidate, 
and looking for a CA attorney with one-
year of experience in family law, or an 
experienced and reliable family law paralegal, 
who can manage multiple calendars, draft 
pleadings, perform billing and client intake. 
Pay commensurate upon experience; low 
billable requirement; paid MCLE (after 90-
day probation). Please email your résumé to  
james@yourlegalcompass.com for consideration.

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY - Seige Law, PC - 
seeks a part or full-time associate attorney with 
3+ years of experience in civil litigation, family 
law, estate planning, probate. Ability to speak 
Spanish is a plus. Comprehensive benefits 
package, flexible work schedule and billable 
requirements. Depending upon experience, 
averaged range of hourly equivalent between 
salary and bonus is $50.00 to $140.00 per 
hour. Email résumé to contact@seigelaw.com.
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