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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Joshua S. Hopstone

On October 17, 2003*, my former law 
partner, David L. Shain, hosted a pro 
bono services event in the offices of the 
Ventura County Bar Association as Chair 
of the Volunteer Lawyers Services Program.  
Dubbed a “Legal Aid Summit,” the 
invitation stated “All legal aid providers in 
the County are invited to share information 
about the program and the services they 
provide. All EA’s are invited and encouraged 
to attend.”

On October 17, 2024 – 21 years later to the 
day after that Legal Aid Summit occurred 
–– the VCBA Community Outreach 
Committee hosted a similar pro bono forum 
at the offices of Ferguson Case Orr Paterson 
LLP. In attendance were representatives of 
all of the main organizations providing 
volunteer-based pro bono legal services 
within Ventura County, including:

Ventura County Legal Aid (VCLA)  
California Rural Legal Assistance (CRLA)  
Free Clinic of Simi Valley  
Conejo Free Clinic  
Swap Meet Justice  
Santa Clara Valley Legal Aid  
Grey Law  
El Concilio  
Mixteco Indigenous Community  
Organizing Project (MICOP)  
Coalition for Family Harmony 
Social Impact Center  
Oxnard Housing Defense  
Ventura County Superior Court  
Conflict Resolution Institute

The energy and optimism exhibited at the 
pro bono forum cannot be understated. All 
of these organizations work tirelessly, and 
often without public acknowledgment, to 
fulfill the duties of public service that are 
incumbent upon all attorneys and inherent 
to the mission statement of the VCBA.  

A roundtable of introductions highlighted 
the who-what-where-when of how these 
organizations serve and operate, and 
reflected remarkable diversity among 
them. Some are limited to certain legal 

practice areas. Some are limited to 
certain geographic regions. Some operate 
exclusively in-person, while others are 
exclusively remote-based. Some provide 
direct client representation, while others are 
limited to non-retained legal advice. Some 
have financial criteria for eligibility, while 
others help anyone who walks through the 
door. I, and others, were astonished to learn 
about the breadth of methods and services 
available, and at the regrettable disconnect 
between organizations that had persisted 
for so many years before now. Without 
exception, everyone met someone new and 
learned something new about the field in 
which they themselves operate.

In breakout discussion groups, pro bono 
organization representatives and attorneys 
in private practice shared experiences 
and challenges from past practices and 
operations and brainstormed ways the 
VCBA and its attorney members could 
better support public service. Workable 
ideas under discussion, that your VCBA 
Board of Directors are now working to 
further develop and implement, include 
maintaining an up to date spreadsheet of 
participant organizations; establishing a 
listserv of legal aid organizations serving 
Ventura County; developing a presentation 
and protocols for local college, university, 
and law school students to volunteer and 
engage; expanding the existing A.S.K. 
program to public presentations on 
the basics of practice areas commonly 
seen in legal aid clinics (e.g. Unlawful 
Detainer); and planning toward a larger 
scale symposium next year that includes 

Joshua S. Hopstone  
is a partner at Ferguson 
Case Orr Paterson LLP. 
His practice focuses on 
business and real estate 
litigation, trust/probate 
litigation, and appeals. 

participation from public agencies offering 
legal-related services to community 
members in need.

From the VCBA’s perspective, our 2024 pro 
bono forum was a resounding success. The 
encouragement, praise and appreciation we 
have received from its participants since 
then ensures that we will not have to wait 
another 21 years (until October 17, 2045) 
to meet again.

If you or anyone you know is interested in 
volunteering or becoming more involved in 
pro bono service, please contact the VCBA, 
or me personally, at any time.

*NOTICE OF ERRATA – The President’s 
Message in Citations’ October 2024 edition 
erroneously stated the VCBA’s last pro 
bono event was held in 1999. 
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Ferguson Case Orr 
Paterson, LLP is thrilled 
to announce that as 
of January 1, 2025, 
Ian Elsenheimer will 
become a partner. 
Ian has made a name 
for himself handling 

business transactions and litigation, 
public agency matters, forming and 
operating homeowners’ associations, land 
use planning, real estate financing and 
transfers, and property tax strategies. A 2018 
graduate of USC’s Gould School of Law, 
Elsenheimer also earned graduate certificates 
in Technology and Entrepreneurship as 
well as Business Law.	  
 
Elsenheimer and his family live in the 
Ojai Valley. He enjoys family time, 
surfing, playing volleyball, traveling, and 
Los Angeles Lakers basketball.	  
 
Ferguson Case Orr Paterson, the largest 
private law firm in the Tri-Counties, offers 
a wide variety of practice areas from its 
offices in Ventura (where Ian is based) and 
Westlake Village. 805-659-6800.

Judge Aizman and Judge Kawai  
Formally Enrobed

The formal enrobement ceremony for 
Judge Diana Weiss Aizman and Judge R. 
Paul Kawai took place on Friday, October 
25, at 4:00 p.m. in Courtroom 22 of the 
Hall of Justice in Ventura.

Dennis Zentil  Passes Away 
 

Attorney Dennis P. 
Zentil passed away 
on October 3, 2024. 
Born in 1947, Zentil 
grew up in Redondo 
Beach and moved 
to Newbury Park in 
1977 with his wife 

and children, where he lived until 2023. 
Zentil practiced law for 42 years until his 
retirement in 2018.

Have You Heard?
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WARNING! 
 

Dear Counsel, 
 

Does your client or their family member have possible criminal 
exposure they may be unaware of?  Don’t wait until a criminal 
complaint or indictment has been filed. Be fully advised on the 
procedures and possible consequences your client may be 
facing because it could impact your case.  
 

You and your client can meet with a criminal attorney and 
former Deputy District Attorney with over 30 years of 
experience in the practice of criminal law in California, for a 
free consultation. 
 

My experience is in all phases of adult and juvenile matters 
from misdemeanors to serious felonies throughout the 
Southern California counties including spousal abuse and 
battery as well as violations of restraining orders. 
 

Sincerely, 
Ronald J. Lewis 
(818) 999-2018 
ron@ronaldlewislaw.com 
ronaldlewislaw.com 

 

Warning! 
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VENTURA
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JJoohhnn  DDeerrrriicckk’’ss  jjoouurrnneeyy  iinnttoo  mmeeddiiaattiioonn  bbeeggaann  iinn  tthhee  aappppeellllaattee  ssyysstteemm  iinn  22000088  wwhheenn  hhee  wweenntt  oonn  tthhee  CCoouurrtt  ooff  
AAppppeeaall  mmeeddiiaattiioonn  ppaanneell  iinn  LLooss  AAnnggeelleess,,  oonn  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ccoonnttiinnuueess  ttoo  sseerrvvee..  TTooddaayy,,  hhee  iiss  aa  ffuullll--ttiimmee  mmeeddiiaattoorr  aanndd  
aarrbbiittrraattoorr  hhaannddlliinngg  ccaasseess  aatt  aallll  ssttaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  lliittiiggaattiioonn  ttiimmeelliinnee  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  SSoouutthheerrnn  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  aanndd  bbeeyyoonndd..

MMrr..  DDeerrrriicckk''ss  PPrraaccttiiccee  AArreeaass  iinncclluuddee::  BBuussiinneessss//ccoommmmeerrcciiaall//ccoonnttrraacctt,,  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  ddiissppuutteess,,  rreeaall  eessttaattee,,  
eemmppllooyymmeenntt,,  ppeerrssoonnaall  iinnjjuurryy,,  ootthheerr  ttoorrttss..

John Derrick, Esq. 
Mediator/Arbitrator
JJoohhnn  DDeerrrriicckk  hhaass  aa  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  iinn  llaaww  aanndd  bbuussiinneessss..  AA  dduuaall  nnaattiioonnaall  wwhhoo  ccaammee  
ttoo  tthhee  UUSS  ffrroomm  tthhee  UUKK  oovveerr  3300  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo,,  hhee  iiss  nnaattuurraallllyy  sskkiilllleedd  aatt  hheellppiinngg  
ppeeooppllee  ffrroomm  aallll  ssoorrttss  ooff  bbaacckkggrroouunnddss  rreessoollvvee  aa  wwiiddee  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  ddiissppuutteess  tthhaatt  
pprreevviioouussllyy  pprroovveedd  iinnttrraaccttaabbllee..

MMrr..  DDeerrrriicckk’’ss  AADDRR  pprraaccttiiccee  ddrraawwss  iinn  ppaarrtt  oonn  hhiiss  eexxppeerriieennccee  oovveerr  2200  yyeeaarrss  aass  aann  
aaccccoommpplliisshheedd  aappppeellllaattee  llaawwyyeerr..  BBeeffoorree  eenntteerriinngg  tthhee  lleeggaall  pprrooffeessssiioonn,,  hhee  
ccoo--ffoouunnddeedd,,  ooppeerraatteedd,,  aanndd  eevveennttuuaallllyy  ssoolldd  aa  ssppeecciiaalliizzeedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ppuubblliisshhiinngg  
bbuussiinneessss..  HHee  hhaass  ddeeggrreeeess  ffrroomm  ttwwoo  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd’’ss  ttoopp  ffiivvee  uunniivveerrssiittiieess..

Philip  
Barbaro, Jr., Esq.

Mike  
Strauss, Esq.

Hon. Vincent J. 
O’Neill, Jr. (Ret.)

Anthony S.  
Khoury, Esq.
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An excellent album is a complex unity 
of music and message. If you only listen 
to the catchy single, you miss the artist’s 
complete vision. Attention to the entire 
thing is rewarded with pleasure, wonder, and 
(perhaps) the ability to see with new eyes. 

If Jacquelyn D. Ruffin’s receipt of 
the Nordman Award is the single, her 
background and impact on our community 
is the album. And (wo)man, it’s a great listen. 

For me, the opportunity to call Jacquelyn my 
friend and partner has been an incomparable 
privilege. She crafts solutions to real 
problems. She sets her own high standards 
for accuracy and thoroughness. She excels 
in specificity. She listens. She conveys 
truth with grace. She deeply cares for and 
about her clients. She builds and leverages 
relationships for the group win. 

It is a joy to share some of what I know 
personally and have learned in preparing 
this article. Perhaps it will help us see what 
Ruffin sees, so that we can all grow in our 
commitment to excellent lawyering and 
community service. 

All along her journey, Ruffin has sought 
by her work to benefit others. When 
A.S.K.ed about the genesis of her interest in 
community service, Ruffin laughs and says, 
“My mother would tell you I’ve been like 
this since I was a little kid.” She continues a 
generational tradition. Ruffin shared this in 
her President’s Message for the February 2022 
edition of Citations (“PM 02.22”) which is 
available at https://www.vcba.org/citations-
magazine/, where she also announced her 
signature community outreach program, 
Attorneys Sharing Knowledge (“A.S.K.”). 

Initially raised in Ventura County, Ruffin 
went to middle and high school in 
Cincinnati. During her senior year, she 

Jacquelyn D. Ruffin - 2024 Ben E. Nordman Public Service Award Winner  
By James Perero

heard the siren song of Sequoia sempervirens. 
The University of California at Santa Cruz 
proved fertile ground for developing her 
commitment to the natural environment. 
(See, PM 08.22 and PM 10.22.) A student 
of our interconnectedness, Ruffin graduated 
in four years with a degree in environmental 
studies and sociology. 

Ruffin then spent two years with 
AmeriCorps serving youth in the Bay Area 
before moving to Dakar, Senegal. While 
there, she worked with international human 
rights organizations where she researched 
and wrote in support of anti-violence and 
women’s rights initiatives. (See, PM 01.22.)  

She returned to the U.S. and found work 
in healthcare and education before starting 
a family in Ventura. As for her turn to 
law, she credits a phone call with a close 
friend about life direction. She offhandedly 
joked, “Maybe I should go to law school.” 
When they stopped laughing, a pathway 
materialized. 

Ruffin recalls studying for the LSAT in the 
middle of the night while caring for her 
infant daughter. Admission to UCLA Law 
School led to daily trips between Ventura 
and Westwood. Close friends helped with 
childcare so Ruffin could study, and her 
husband could work. (For more information 
on the latter, see PM 06.22.) Her academic 
pursuits included evaluating the terrestrial 
social impacts of space exploration policy. 
(See, PM 05.22.) 

Since admission to the bar in 2011, Ruffin has 
practiced law with Myers, Widders, Gibson, 
Jones & Feingold, LLP, where she became a 
partner in 2018. Her professional affiliations 
have included League of California Cities, 
California Council of School Attorneys, 
Ventura County Black Lawyers (“VCBL”) 
(President, 2014-2020), Women Lawyers 

of Ventura County (“WLVC”) (President, 
2020), and the Ventura County Bar 
Association (President, 2022). 

Tina Rasnow is effusive in her praise for 
Ruffin. “Jacquelyn is a perfect recipient of 
the Nordman Award and its principles of 
service.” Rasnow, who nominated Ruffin 
for the award, notes that Ruffin does not 
work for recognition. “Jacquelyn has a quiet, 
humble approach to her work as an attorney 
and in her work for bar organizations. In 
everything she does, she looks to build 
consensus and community.”

Rasnow is particularly impressed by A.S.K., 
and notes that “it is going to help people 
for years and years and years.”   

Rasnow credits Ruffin’s combination of 
empathy (“She sees and cares about needs 
in the community”) and intelligence 
(“She figured it out”) as central to her 
effectiveness. Its source is no mystery to 
Rasnow. “She’s lived overseas. Her husband 
comes from another country. She has a 
broad understanding of other cultures 
and perspectives and what that means for 
the people who live in Ventura County—
whatever their background.”   

Vanessa Frank thinks of Ruffin as a “North 
Star” lawyer. In her view, Ruffin “is the 
kind of lawyer other lawyers should aspire 
to become.” Frank appreciates that with 
A.S.K., “Jacquelyn created something that 
people want to be a part of. She got the 
wheel turning on a virtuous cycle.” 

On a personal level, Frank sees in Ruffin a 
gracious attentiveness. “Jacquelyn takes the 
time to understand people. An example of 
that is her referring me clients I can actually 
help—which is a small subset of people 
facing immigration challenges.” 
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Rabiah Rahman is grateful for Ruffin’s 
“wisdom, depth and thoughtfulness.” 
Reflecting on her community service, 
Rahman says, “A.S.K. is just one example. 
Jacquelyn has been working behind the 
scenes for years.” 

Rahman recalls Ruffin’s work through 
WLVC with Girls, Inc., a nonprofit that 
provided mentors to youth. On Saturday 
mornings, Ruffin would spend time with 
kids housed at the juvenile detention center. 
Rahman notes, “As a parent, I have a deep 
appreciation for Jacquelyn’s willingness to 
give time to other people’s children.”  

Since finishing law school, Ruffin has been 
involved with VCBL. Rahman points 
out that long before we knew George 
Floyd’s name, Ruffin was coordinating and 
participating in meetings between attorneys 
of color and heads of law enforcement 
throughout the county.

Rahman draws a straight line between that 
work and VCBL being positioned to take 
a leadership role in the County’s response 
to calls for law enforcement reform in 
2020.  “Jacquelyn’s talent for building 
connections laid critical groundwork for 
VCBL’s participation in creating the Board 
of Supervisors’  Public Safety Racial Equity 
Advisory Group.” 

Damon Jenkins appreciates in Ruffin a 
friend and colleague who is present to her 
family, succeeds professionally, and gives 
back to the community. As Jenkins balances 
family, the law, and service, he sees in 
Ruffin a model. “Thinking about Jacquelyn 
motivates me to not slack and keep pushing. 
Just last week, I was at Oxnard High School 
as part of an A.S.K. panel speaking with 
youth about the criminal justice system.” 

Ruffin’s clients confirm that her 
commitment to service is matched by 
formidable skill. These clients cherish her 
counsel and work product. 

Ann Marie Garcia started a nonprofit 
committed to first responder mental health, 
The Frank Garcia Foundation (https://
fgarciafoundation.org/). “I’m so glad I found 
Jacquelyn,” she remarks. In Ruffin, she 
found technical expertise. “The compliance 
issues were overwhelming, but Jacquelyn and 

attorney Junajoy [Frianeza] and paralegal 
Monica [Young] have been there every step 
of the way.” Garcia also found compassion. 
“Jacquelyn told me she was deeply moved by 
my story and that she believed in me. As the 
single mother of two young children, what 
I am doing is really hard. And it wouldn’t 
be happening at all without the support of 
Jacquelyn and her team.” (For information 
about Ruffin’s consideration of attorney 
mental wellness, see PM 03.22.)  

Angela M. Landers, co-chair of Juneteenth 
Celebration of Ventura County (“JCVC”) 
www.juneteenthoxnard.org, expresses the 
organization’s “gratitude for Jacquelyn’s 
services and unwavering support.” Landers 
writes that “celebrating Juneteenth here 
in Ventura County for the past 30+ years 
is our way of honoring our ancestors and 
celebrating freedom from slavery.” When 
JCVC decided to formally incorporate as a 
nonprofit, it sought Ruffin’s help. She and 
her staff “have shown the highest standard 
of professionalism and care. Jacquelyn has 
stood by us in our endeavors within our 
community and in the county.” 

Dr. Victor Hayek of the Conejo Valley 
Unified School District appreciates Ruffin’s 
nuanced approach to real estate and 
contracting matters. “She not only does 
great work,” Hayek notes, “she also has the 
political astuteness to think through how 
her work and its related issues impact us as 
a public agency. The work she does trickles 
down in support of our mission to serve 
over 17,000 kids and 2,500 employees 
across 30 sites.” 

Elizabeth Atilano, the executive director 
of the Ventura County Schools Self-
Funding Authority and California Schools 
Employee Benefits Organization, explains 
that “Jacquelyn works directly with top 
administrators at our local education 
agencies within our organizations.” Atilano 
continues, “They appreciate that she is 
knowledgeable, detailed, and pointed. No 
gloss, not a bazillion words. She gets to the 
point: here is what you can do or cannot do, 
here is a way forward.” Atilano notes that 
Ruffin’s work supports student education 
and services for tens of thousands of Ventura 
County residents.  

Heather Baker founded CLEAN 
International (https://cleaninternational.
org/), which protects and provides clean 
water worldwide. When Baker first thought 
about starting this global nonprofit, Ruffin 
was one of the first she discussed it with. 
“She has served so many nonprofits and 
individuals in their missions to help other 
people that she has had a compound effect 
of good that sometimes cannot be seen 
or measured,” says Baker. “Jacquelyn’s 
consistent giving of herself has had a ripple 
effect worldwide.” 

On reflection, an integral part of what 
Ruffin sees is this: people are human beings, 
first and foremost. And human beings are 
of inestimable value. Through discipline 
and hard work, she has consistently put her 
talent, skill, and position to use in the service 
of others. Ruffin’s story and impact deepens 
my appreciation for the Nordman Award 
and (graciously) encourages me to consider 
the value of that to which I am committed. 
I invite you to join me in that exercise as we 
recognize and celebrate Ruffin’s contribution 
to our profession and community.

James Perero is a 
Managing Partner with 
Myers, Widders, Gibson, 
Jones & Feingold, LLP

The Ben E. Nordman Public Service Award 
is given annually by the Ventura County 
Bar Association to recognize outstanding 
community contributions made by a Ventura 
County attorney. The award was conceived by 
Ben E. Nordman, one of the founding members 
of Nordman Cormany Hair & Compton, a 
Ventura County institution until it closed in 
2013. Sadly, Nordman passed away before the 
first recipient was honored in 1986.
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A CORNERSTONE FOR NEW LAWYERS: 
              STRONG START PROGRAM

Our strength is your insurance

Year one policy premium only $500.

Our Strong Start Program is an easy to apply for program designed to provide
coverage to solo practitioners who have been licensed for thirty six months or less.

Lawyers’ Mutual leverages our strength and experience to support you, eliminating 
some of the risk associated with starting a new practice. 

Key points about the Strong Start Program*: 

•    Limits of liability $100,000 per claim / $300,000 in the aggregate.
•    Cyber coverage endorsement at no charge.
•    $50,000 Claims Expense Allowance outside limits included.
•    20% discount for members of five consecutive years in the Strong Start Program  
      converting to our Standard rating system.
•    Financing available over nine monthly installments.

Become a member now for instant free access to the following benefits:

Protect your practice. Protect your clients. Protect your future.

www.lawyersmutual.com

Lawyer-to-Lawyer hotline

®

Continuing Legal EducationLegal Research System

*Terms and conditions apply. 
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On October 10, 2024, Women Lawyers of 
Ventura County (WLVC) held its annual 
scholarship dinner and silent auction.  It 
was a night of celebration and joy.  I began 
the program sharing what an immense 
honor and privilege it was to serve as the 
2024 WLVC President and to stand in the 
place where so many wonderful women 
lawyers in Ventura County have before. 
Past WLVC Presidents in attendance 
included the Hon. Justice Tari Cody, the 
Hon. Charmaine Buehner, Tina Rasnow, 
Jill Friedman, Jacquelyn Ruffin, Lauren 
Nicholson, Katie Becker, Karen Oakman, 
Rennee Dehesa, and Jody Prior.  

Thanks to the amazing turnout and generous 
sponsors, including but not limited to, 
Myers Widders Gibson Jones & Feingold 
and National Trust & Probate, who 
committed to the highest level of support 
as the Scholarship Sponsors, WLVC was 
able to give the highest scholarship amount 
in its history of $5,000 to Gabriela Macias 

Mota.  Mota attends the Ventura College of 
Law and hopes to pursue a career in public 
interest.  

Mandee Sanderson was awarded the Holly 
Spevak Award for her outstanding work 
representing children as minor’s counsel 
for over 23 years. Sanderson also gives back 
to the community through Girl Scouts, 
teaching Sunday School, and serving as 
Parish Council. Sanderson has made it her 
life’s mission to help children and, as her 
daughter stated, “always trying to do what’s 
right, it is her guiding light.”

The Hon. Patricia Murphy was honored 
with the Legacy Award in recognition of 
her contribution to the advancement of 
the aims and rights of women and girls. 
Judge Murphy has been a mentor and 
invaluable resource for aspiring women 
judges, tirelessly supporting their journeys 
in a traditionally  male-dominated filed.  
Her commitment to fostering the next 

Women Lawyers of Ventura County  
Holds Annual Scholarship Dinner 
By Monique Fierro

generation of leaders speaks volumes about 
her character and dedication to justice.

With 2024 coming to a close, WLVC looks 
forward to a bright future as it continues 
its work to advance the interests women 
and girls in the community and in the legal 
profession. 

Monique Fierro is a civil 
litigation attorney with 
Myers Widders Gibson Jones 
& Feingold LLP, where 
she practices in the areas 
of education, employment, 
civil rights and personal 
injury cases. She can be 

reached at (805) 644-7188 or mfierro@
mwgjlaw.com.
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I just finished a most interesting book 
written by Supreme Court Justice Neil 
Gorsuch. It is probably not what you would 
think. It deals with the impacts on ordinary 
citizens that the ever-expanding profusion 
of laws (both federal and state) have 
created. The book shows that the increasing 
volume of new laws affecting all aspects of 
human life in the United States virtually 
guarantees that all citizens, unknowingly, 
are committing some criminal act (many of 
which are a felony) in some area or another.

The book traces the history of Congress’s 
rule making binge starting from its earliest 
days before the creation of the Federal 
Register, where rules are published. In 1936, 
when created, the Federal Register totaled 
just 16 pages. More recently, it has averaged 
an annual increase of more than 70,000 
pages. In 2021 it totaled over 200 volumes 
containing more than 188,000 pages. The 
single Appropriations Act of 2021 added 
5,000 pages alone. It is a wonder that 
anyone, including highly educated lawyers, 
much less common citizens, could find, 
read or even comprehend what is contained 
in those documents.

Justice Gorsuch has provided human 
examples of how this intricate web of 
incomprehensible rules has trapped and 
even caused citizens who were merely doing 
what they believed was guaranteed in the 
Constitution – such as owning a business 
or even just doing innocent things like 
driving a snow mobile on a mountain trail 
– ran afoul of these rules.

He highlights examples of how the Federal 
bureaucracy can be aggressive and ruin 
people’s lives, their ability to earn a living, 
or bankrupt them when they attempt to 
prove their innocence. Most were unable 
to hire sophisticated lawyers to interpret 
and argue their cases.  In some cases, public 
interest legal advocates took on the cases 
that made it through the years of litigation 
and eventually found their way to the 
Supreme Court.

The book contains many examples of 
government overreach. Some involve 
famous people, but most stories spoke of 
ordinary people doing what they thought 
was right. One such example was the matter 
of Marty Hahne. Hahne liked magic, and 
after college he would perform at children’s 
birthday parties. He used a live rabbit 
(Casey, a three-pound flop eared little guy) 
for his show.  In 2005, after a children’s show 
at a library, a woman with a badge from the 
Department of Agriculture asked if he had 
a license to use the rabbit. This wasn’t a wild 
animal. This wasn’t a circus, carnival or a 
zoo as the law presumed. Hahne thought it 
was a joke. It wasn’t. The law required him 
to have a contingency plan for the rabbit 
for any emergency.  It spelled out the type 
of cage he could use when transporting this 
“wild animal” including having stickers 
labeling the cage “Live Animal” and “This 
Side Up.”  The plan also had to spell out 
how to transport the animal. “I lift it by 
the handle on top” he told the dour federal 
agent. She did not see the humor or the 
common sense in his response.

The irony of this tale is that had Casey, 
the rabbit been raised for food, no license 
would have been needed. Marty could 
have killed the rabbit in front of the agent 
without legal consequence.

There are other examples and an 
interesting history of this expanding area of 
government.

This book is an easy, fascinating – if not a 
bit frightening – read.  

Over Ruled, The Human Toll of Too 
Much Law (304 pages) was released by 
Harper Books on August 6, 2024, and is  
co-authored by Janie Nitze. Available at 
major retailers now.

Over Ruled, The Human Toll 
of  Too Much Law  
A review of Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch’s new book 
By Lindsay Nielson

Lindsay Nielson is 
a lawyer and receiver. 
You can contact him at 
nielsonlaw@aol.com.

The Ventura County Barristers, a section 
of the Ventura County Bar Association, 
provides annual programming to assist the 
newer members of our Bar with networking, 
mentoring, and educational opportunities. 
Each year, Barristers organizes entertainment 
events (e.g. Trivia Night, Wine & Cheese 
Night and Meet the Bench), hosts MCLEs 
(e.g., Bridging the Gap), and connects new 
lawyers (and law students) with attorneys in 
fields of expressed interest. The 6-8-member 
Board of the Barristers coordinates these 
events and is always looking for additional 
members (including law students).  

Do you know someone who would be a 
great addition to the Barristers Board?  
Would you like to be a member?	  
 
If you are interested, the following seats 
are available for nomination for next year’s 
Barristers Board:

Member at Large (3), Secretary,Treasurer  
Vice President , and President

Nominations may be emailed to 
ielsenheimer@fcoplaw.com (subject line: 
Barristers Nomination) and must be 
received by 11:59 p.m. on November 30, 
2024.  Nominations may only be made by 
eligible Barristers (described below).

Nominees will be confirmed for eligibility.  A 
“Barrister” is any member in good standing 
of the Ventura County Bar Association 
who, on January 1 of a given year, meets 
at least one of the following requirements:  
(i) is under the age of thirty-six (36) years; 
(ii) has been admitted to practice law in 
any jurisdiction for a period of seven (7) 
years or fewer; or (iii) has been in practice 
in any jurisdiction for a total of (7) years or 
fewer.  Active law students who are members 
of the Ventura County Bar Association are 
considered “Student Barristers” and may 
serve on the Board as a Member at Large, 
but may not serve as an officer of the Board.

If you would like more information or to see 
a Barristers Board meeting in action, please 
e-mail Ian Elsenheimer at ielsenheimer@
fcoplaw.com for information regarding the 
next meeting. The Barristers Board generally 
meets on the first Thursday of every month.

Barristers Corner
Nominations for 2025 Barrister  
Board Positions are Now Open
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We Take The Calls
You Get the Clients
With its low enrollment fee, LRIS is one 

of the most effective ways to help your 

community and increase your clientele.

Be part of a nationwide service. It's a win-win 

all around! Request your application.  

bar@vcba.org or 805-650-7599.

NIELSON-STINNETT RECEIVERS 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Members 

Lindsay F. Nielson is pleased to announce the association of attorney 
Jeffrey J. Stinnett in the Receivership practice. The principal, Mr. 
Nielson, has served as a Court Appointed Receiver, Referee, Special 
Master and Successor Trustee in over 600 cases in the last 40 years. 
 

We have been involved in assisting the Court with: 
▪ Sale of Properties ▪ Business/Partnership Dissolutions 

▪ Partition Actions ▪ Matters Requiring a Referee 
 

We have sold hundreds of properties and businesses. We have been 
called upon by the courts to operate businesses in litigation from 

 hotels, grocery stores, an agricultural fertilizer company, 
 a medical billing practice, a film distribution company 
   and others. We have worked for many judges in Santa 
     Barbara, Ventura County as well as in Orange, Los 
        Angeles, and Riverside Counties. 

 
 

                               

LINDSAY F. NIELSON 

845 E. Santa Clara St. 

Ventura, CA 93001 

(805) 658-0977 
Nielsonlaw@aol.com 

 

 

JEFFREY J. STINNETT 

5450 Telegraph Road, 
Suite 200 

Ventura, California 93003 
(805) 765-4969 

Jeff@stinnett-lawfirm.com 
 

Members of the 
 



 NOVEMBER  2024  •  CITATIONS  15  



16  CITATIONS  •  NOVEMBER  2024

VCBA Volunteer Appreciation 
By Sandra Rubio

Thank you for all your support. The 
VCBA has over 120 volunteeers that serve 
on various committees and boards. We 
are honored to have such a strong legal 
community and membership.

Current, past and future presidents in 
attendance included: David Shain, Michael 
Case, Kendall VanConas, Richard Norman, 
Bill Grewe, Joshua Hopstone, Bert Partida 
and Dien Le.

ADR SECTION 
David Karen, Lori Dobrin
ANIMAL LAW
Emily Robinson
BANKRUPTCY
Michael Sment
BARRISTERS
Kristine Tijam
BENCH-BAR RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Hon. Matt Guasco 
BLACK LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
Damon Jenkins	  
BUSINESS LAW SECTION
Panda Kroll
CITATIONS
Kathleen Maheu
CLIENT RELATIONS
Michael Christiano
COURT TOUR PROGRAM
Brenda Bodie 
CRIMINAL DEFENSE BAR 
ASSOCIATION - Doug Ridley 
EMPLOYMENT LAW  
Rabiah A. Rahman 
ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE 
SECTION - Sasha Collins, Katherine Becker 
FAMILY LAW BAR
Cynthia Gonzales
IMMIGRATION LAW
Vanessa Frank
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Peter Veregge & Rebecca Makitalo 
JUDICIAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE 
Jodi Prior
LAW LIBRARY COMMITTEE
Eileen Walker 
SOGI 
Claire Highland 	
REAL PROPERTY 
Lauren Sims
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Our mission is to ensure children receive
consistent financial and emotional support
from both parents. We have a dedicated
team of professionals that guide each family
through the child support process, from case
establishment to case closure. Let’s work
together to transform lives through the true
power of child support.

LET US HELP YOUR CLIENT WITH

THEIR CHILD SUPPORT NEEDS

Agency Services

Customer Service

Establishment of child support orders
Establishment of parentage
In-office settlements & stipulations
Payroll deductions & assistance with

      collecting child support payments
Partnering with other states to enforce

      support orders
Case management/direct access to a

      case manager
Order modifications
Arrears determinations

Multilingual staff
In-person & virtual appointments

      available; walk-ins welcome
24/7 access to online case information
Convenient payment options
Direct deposit available

Our Attorneys
Dee Dinnie, Managing Attorney
dee.dinnie@ventura.org

Jim Allen, Senior Child Support Attorney
jim.allen@ventura.org

Michael Marcelo, Senior Child Support Attorney
michael.marcelo@ventura.org

Elina Avagimova, Child Support Attorney
elina.avagimova@ventura.org

About Us

childsupport.countyofventura.org

(866) 901-3212

dcss.outreach@ventura.org

VENTURA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES
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i2,000+i 

DAVE WALTER
With HUNDREDS of closed listings in:

üPROBATE sales
üBANKRUPTCY sales

üDIVORCE sales
üFORECLOSURE sales

üTRUST sales
Dave is your go-to Real Estate Agent

serving Ventura County.

ü HANDS-ON Service
ü CONSTANT Communication
ü SUPERIOR Negotiating Skills
ü AGGRESSIVE Marketing Skills

When you hire Dave, you GET Dave.

( 805 )  494-DAVE ( 3283 )

Homes Sold!
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CLASSIFIEDS
SENIOR ASSOCIATE ATTORNEYS 
Well-established Ventura County law firm 
specializing in Public Entity Defense seeks a 
Senior Associate Attorney with minimum 5 
years’ experience & ability to eventually handle 
own caseload. Advancement opportunities. 
Public entity defense experience preferable, but 
not required. Competitive salary and benefits 
in flexible, relaxed working environment 
not far from the beach. Email resume to  
kwood@woodfinck.com.

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY - Needed for an 
Awesome Growth Opportunity - Compass 
Legal Group, APC is a family law firm in 
Ventura, CA, servicing the surrounding 
counties. The office will be flexible for the right 
candidate, and looking for a CA attorney with 
one-year of experience in family law, or an 
experienced and reliable family law paralegal, 
who can manage multiple calendars, draft 
pleadings, perform billing and client intake. 
Pay commensurate upon experience; low 
billable requirement; paid MCLE (after 90-
day probation). Please email your resume to  
james@yourlegalcompass.com for consideration.

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY - SEIGE LAW, 
PC - seeks a part or full-time associate 
attorney with 3+ years of experience in 
civil litigation, family law, estate planning, 
probate. Ability to speak Spanish is a plus. 
Comprehensive benefits package, flexible 
work schedule and billable requirements. 
Depending upon experience, averaged range 
of hourly equivalent between salary and 
bonus is $50.00 to $140.00 per hour. Email 
resume to contact@seigelaw.com.

WESTLAKE VILLAGE LAW FIRM SEEKS 
LEGAL SECRETARY/ASSISTANT Well 
established (40 yr) busy law firm seeks well 
qualified legal secretary/assistant (full time 
or part time) for litigation and transactional. 
Exciting career opportunity. Experience with 
Windows, Microsoft Outlook, WordPerfect, 
Word, Excel, Essential Forms or similar, 
Timeslips. Email resume in confidence to 
sam@silverandarsht.com.

LITIGATION ASSOCIATE. - Schneiders 
& Associates, LLP., seeks a litigation associate 
with 2-10 years of litigation experience. Manage 
multiple matters simultaneously, willingness 
to expand in new practice areas, knowledge 
of employment law. Enjoy flexibility and a 
collaborative environment Qualified candidates 
invited to submit resumes to Roy Schneider at 
rschneider@rstlegal.com

OFFICE RENTAL - Space in 3 loving restored 
Victorian houses, designated as Buenaventura 
Historical Landmarks, located next to one 
another, across the street from the Court of 
Appeal building in Old Town Ventura. Walk 
to Surfers Point and the beach, or to fine 
restaurants on Main Street. Convenient access 
to the 101 freeway. Off street parking, in our 
lot behind the Victorians. Lease one office or 
an entire Victorian house. Rents start at $550/
month. Common reception area. Landlord pays 
for utilities, janitorial service and gardening. 
No CAM charges. Contact Jenny Petty at  
805-340-1204 or email at jpetty@beckergrp.com

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY - Cowdrey 
Jenkins, LLP, seeks an associate attorney 
for elder abuse/wrongful death/medical 
malpractice cases. The ideal candidate 
will have 7+ years of litigation experience, 
including trials. You bring your knowledge 
of civil litigation, and we will train you on 
the substantive law. Excellent support team 
and latest technology. Base salary, health/
dental/vision, 401(k), reasonable hours, plus 
significant bonuses available. Résumé to 
scowdrey@cowdreyjenkins.com.
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