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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
VCBA CHAMPIONS ACCESS TO JUSTICE

by Joshua S. Hopstone

One of the Ventura County Bar Association’s
paramount roles is to champion and
support pro bono legal services within our
community. Pro bono work stands as one
of the most noble and vital traditions in the
legal profession. By offering their expertise,
pro bono attorneys can profoundly impact
the lives of individuals who might otherwise
be unable to defend or assert their legal
rights. This dedication not only enhances
access to justice but also fortifies the
integrity and strength of our legal system
as a whole.

It also is not optional — not exactly.
Comment [5] to Rule 1.0 of the Rules of
Professional Conduct (establishing that
“these rules shall be binding on upon all
lawyers”) emphasizes the responsibility of
lawyers to ensure equal access to justice
and encourages all attorneys to dedicate
professional time and resources to this
cause, with an aspiration to “render at
least fifty hours of pro bono publico legal
services per year,” primarily for the benefit
of indigent individuals and nonprofit
organizations dedicated to serving the poor
or disadvantaged.

The Pro Bono Resolution of the State Bar
of California reinforces this commitment
by urging all attorneys in the state to
“devote a reasonable amount of time,
at least 50 hours per year, to provide or
enable the direct delivery of legal services,
without expectation of compensation
other than reimbursement of expenses, to
indigent individuals, or to not-for-profit
organizations with a primary purpose of
providing services to the poor or on behalf
of the poor or disadvantaged, not-for-profit
organizations with a purpose of improving
the law and the legal system, or increasing
access to justice.” The Resolution further
“urges all attorneys and law firms to
contribute financial support to not-for-
profit organizations that provide free
legal services to the poor, especially those
attorneys who are precluded from directly
rendering pro bono services.”

The California  Legislature  codified
these professional obligations in 2008
through its enactment of Business and
Professions Code section 6073, which
provides that “Every lawyer authorized
and privileged to practice law in California

is expected to make a contribution. In
some circumstances, it may not be feasible
for a lawyer to directly provide pro bono
services. In those circumstances, a lawyer
may instead fulfill his or her individual
pro bono ethical commitment, in part, by
providing financial support to organizations
providing free legal services to persons of
limited means.”

As attorneys practicing in Ventura
County, we are fortunate to have a wide
variety of outlets through which to fulfill
these professional duties. ~Whether by
volunteering your time in a clinic or
contributing financially to one of the
nonprofit  legal organizations
described below, your assistance provides
direct and meaningful impact to those most
in need in our community.

services

Ventura County Legal Aid

vela.org

VCLA is widely known for the top-tier civil
legal services it provides to low income and
vulnerable residents of Ventura County.
VCLA promotes equal access to justice
through direct representation, legal advice,
information, and
services which are offered at its law clinic
and at the Family Justice Center located
in Ventura. VCLA assists
residents with issues such as domestic and
elder abuse, restraining orders, eviction
protection, labor and employment,
guardianship, divorce, contracts and other
civil issues, and consumer protection.
VCLA also with
attorneys who may provide direct pro bono
representation to clients in certain cases.
For years, VCLA has offered a free walk-in
clinic that has assisted countless residents in
a myriad of legal disputes. VCLA recently
changed the time and location of the legal
clinic, which is now held at The Colleges of
Law from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the first
and third Tuesday of each month beginning
September 17.

educational outreach

low-income

collaborates local

California Rural Legal Assistance
crla.org

CRLA is a nonprofit law firm founded in
1966 to provide free civil legal services to
low-income residents of California’s rural
counties, including Ventura County, from
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its brick-and-mortar office in Oxnard.
CRLA provides legal consultation and
document occasionally
direct representation of clients in wide
ranging areas such as education, labor and
employment, housing, health, and public
benefits. As just one recent example of
its wide reach, in June 2024, CRLA (in
conjunction with its partner organizations)
held a free legal clinic for criminal record
expungement, part of a five-county
mass record clearing campaign, at which
volunteer attorneys assisted community
members with preparing and filing their
expungement petitions in the Ventura
County Superior Court.

assistance and

Free Clinic of Simi Valley

Sreeclinicsv.org

The Free Clinic of Simi Valley has
provided continuous charitable service
since its establishment in 1971 as a non-
profit, volunteer-based community service
organization. Its mission is to provide
medical care, counseling, dental and legal
assistance to individuals and families in
need, regardless of their ability to pay. The
Clinic’s clients are the uninsured and the
underserved, but it is open to providing
services to all persons, regardless of age,
ethnicity, religion or
background who are

traditional sources within the Simi Valley
community.

socioeconomic

unable to use

Conejo Free Clinic

conejofreeclinic.org

The Conejo Free Clinic has been providing
free legal and medical services to those in
Ventura County and northern Los Angeles
County since it was founded in 1976. Its
clients are the uninsured, underinsured,
homeless, and those who “fall through the
cracks,” — people who cannot qualify for
public services yet cannot afford them on
their own. The Clinic provides legal help
with divorce, bankruptcy, child custody and
other legal issues, as well as medical services
such as clinics, immunization programs,
anonymous HIV counseling and testing,
and dental services. The Clinic is proud of
the strong reputation it has developed for

continued on page 5
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Mr. Carrington and Ms. Lindenauer have conducted over 4,000 mediations,
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Mr. Carrington (ABOTA Member) has been a full-time mediator since 1995
and Ms. Lindenauer has been mediating since 2011. Their professional
association as of 2017 reflects their jointly held commitment to the values of
tenacity, creativity, and the highest ethical standards applied to the resolution
of every dispute.
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Continued from page 3
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Results Beyond Dispute™
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in Private Dispute Resolution -

What Attorneys Have to Say:

“Mr. Karen was thoroughly prepared; extremely
professional; bavd-working: easy to work with;
and very, very effective. From the first moneent
Ire intevacred with this office, be made clear thar
we were working with someone who is veally
seeperk at what be does, and wha really loves bis
work, He simply shone. He's a palished
dicmond of a mediater. He is one of ithe finest

quality service, active patient advocacy and
a strong commitment to bringing services
to needy individuals for more than 45 years.

Swap Meet Justice
swapmeetjustice.org

Swap Meet Justice is a citizenship and
family resources fair held at the Oxnard
College Marketplace on the last Sunday
morning of each month. With an emphasis
on immigration, volunteer lawyers and
community members assist members of
the public with completing applications for
citizenship, DACA and green card renewals,
as well as voter registration and Selective

meddiators this affice bas ever worked with,”

Business/Contractual - Construction Defect
Employment - Government Liability
Personal Injury « Professional Negligence
Real Estate

Service applications. The group also assists
with other legal areas when possible,
including family and domestic issues,
labor and employment, and consumer
protection. Additionally, the group has
recently expanded to cooperate with the
Ventura County Public Defender’s Office in
offering a free criminal record expungement
clinic, and with the Ventura County
Department of Public Health to offer free
testing, screenings and vaccinations.

David M. Karen, Esr.:

JudicateWest.com
(800) 488-8805

Learn More About
David Karen

The Mission Statement of the Ventura
County Bar Association is “To promote
legal excellence, high ethical standards and
professional conduct of law; o improve
access 1o legal services for all people in
Ventura County; and to work to improve
the administration of justice.” VCBA is
dedicated to fulfilling this mission every
day by supporting the pro bono legal
services organizations operating within the
County through communication, outreach,
publicity and engagement. By fulfilling
their ethical and professional obligations to
contribute time and/or financial support to
pro bono work, every attorney and law firm
operating within the county can help to
improve access to justice for those in need.

Warning!
Dear Counsel,

Does your client or their family member have possible criminal
exposure they may be unaware of? Don’t wait until a criminal
complaint or indictment has been filed. Be fully advised on the
procedures and possible consequences your client may be
facing because it could impact your case.

You and your client can meet with a criminal attorney and
former Deputy District Attorney with over 30 years of
experience in the practice of criminal law in California, for a
free consultation.

My experience is in all phases of adult and juvenile matters
from misdemeanors to serious felonies throughout the
Southern California counties including spousal abuse and
battery as well as violations of restraining orders.

Joshua S. Hopstone

| is a partner at Ferguson
j Case Orr Paterson LLP
His practice focuses on
bminexs and real estate
lz'tzgzztz'on, trust/probate
lz'tzgatz'on, and appeals.

Sincerely,

Ronald J. Lewis

(818) 999-2018
ron@ronaldlewislaw.com
ronaldlewislaw.com
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Sandra Rubio - Executive Director
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Luis Salazar - Client Relations Manager

VENTURA COUNTY UNITY BAR HOLDS
INAUGURAL EVENT AT VENTURA CITY HALL

By Monique L. Fierro and Vanessa B. Valdez, Esq.

On July 12, 2024, the Ventura County
Unity Bar (“VCUB”) held its Inaugural
Event at the historic Ventura City Hall.
Attended by judges, justices, lawyers, and
community members from all over the
state, diverse legal minds met in unity
to celebrate the efforts to increase the
number of diverse judges statewide and
in Ventura County.

The event kicked off with a reception
at Myers, Widders, Gibson, Jones and
Feingold, LLP before moving to City
Hall. Guests were invited to enjoy food
catered by Ottavio’s, while grooving to
the music provided by local band, Deep
Cover, which included Judge Ferdinand
“Dino” Inumerable on drums, Bobby
Apostol on guitar, Todd Matheson on
bass guitar, Heather Wynalda on vocals
and Carlos Costa covering on keys for
Commissioner Dusty Kawai. The band
also welcomed guest guitarist Judge
Matthew Guasco and Judge Julia Snyder
for a surprise-guest performance of Corey
Hart’s “Sunglasses at Night.”

Halfway through the festivities, the crowd
was directed inside for a presentation and

judges’ panel.

Welcomed by Jill Friedman, a founding
member and former chair of the
Ventura County Diversity Bar Alliance
(“VCDBA”) and member of the VCUB,
she explained the history of the VCDBA
which has been comprised of each of
the diversity bar associations in Ventura
County, including Women Lawyers of
Ventura County (“WLVC”), Ventura
County Asian American Bar Association,
SOGI, Black Lawyers Association, and
the Latinx Bar Association.

She explained that in November 2023,
the VCDBA voted to become the VCUB.
The decision to become a unity bar was a
thoughtful and deliberate decision to join
the statewide effort to help ensure that
the judiciary reflects the rich diversity
of California. The VCUB mission is to
advance and empower, through advocacy
and education, all those who have
been historically underrepresented and
disenfranchised in the legal profession
and in the judiciary, thereby increasing
access to and confidence in the judicial
system.

Remindingtheaudience that the Governor
cannot appoint diverse judges to the
bench if diverse applicants do not apply,



VENTURA
COUNTY
UNITY BAR ’

INAUGURAL

Ms.  Friedman introduced Deputy
Judicial Appointments Secretary, Adam
Hofmann to conduct the judges panel to
discuss the application process.

The panel included Ventura County
Superior Court judges including the
Honorable Ethel Hernandez and the
Honorable Dana Caudill, along with
Presiding Judge Kevin DeNoce and the
guest of honor, Judicial Appointments
Secretary Luis Céspedes.

The empowering conversation highlighted
the importance of not succumbing to
imposter syndrome that may make us
doubt our abilities and hinder qualified
lawyers to apply to become a judge.
Luis Céspedes reminded everyone that
attorneys have always been at the forefront
and an integral section of society fighting
for civil and human rights. We are uniquely
qualified to serve our community and
must continue to do so.

The VCUB encourages diverse attorneys
to join their local judicial mentoring
programs to be assigned a judge for
help with the application process, and
to apply before August 2025 to get your
application in the pipeline for Governor
Newsom’s team to review.
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The VCUB sincerely thanks each and
every one of those who attended the
event. Your support warms our hearts
because it means we are not alone.

We are not alone in standing up for,
in advocating for, and in fighting for
diversity, equity belonging and inclusion
on the bench and in the legal profession
throughout the state, but particularly here
in our own beloved Ventura community.

A very special shout out and huge thank
you to our sponsors without whom the
event would not have been possible.

Justice Sponsor:
ARC Alternative Resolution Centers

Equity Sponsors:

LightGabler LLP, Ferguson Case Orr
Paterson, LLP, and Myers Widders
Gibson Jones & Feingold, LLP

Unity Sponsors:

Slaughter Reagan & Cole LLP, U4EA
Ranch Enterprises, Clunen & Oakman
Law, LLP, and Negley Law APC

We cannot say “thank you” enough.

We greatly appreciate the generosity
of our sponsors and those of you who

chose to donate. The event proceeds,
approximately  $2,000.00, will go
toward the 2024 WLVC Mary Sullivan
Scholarship Award. The award will be
given to one or more law students or
recent law school graduates with strong
ties to Ventura County, commitment to
public interest work and advancing the
interests of women/girls, and whom have
financial need, but who also exemplify
compassion, dignity, and excellence in
the pursuit of their future legal careers.

VCUB looks forward to a bright future
advocating for equity, diversity and
inclusion in the legal profession and in
the judiciary. Visit our website at vcub.
org to learn more and stay connected.

Monique L. Fierro

is a civil litigation
attorney at Myers,
Widders, Gibson,

Jones & Feingold,

LLP specializing in
civil rights, personal
injury, employment and
education law.
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JUDGE NANCY L. AYERS RETIRES AFTER FIFTEEN
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE ON THE BENCH

By Christal Porter

Who is Judge Nancy L. Ayers?

It is very rare that you meet someone
with equal levels of grit, determination,
and compassion. Judge Nancy L. Ayers
is one of those unique people who is,
among other things, fierce but friendly,
strong but empathetic, opinionated but
understanding, passionate but measured,
and determined but considerate. Her
balanced qualities have guided her during
her fifteen years of service as a Judge for
the Ventura County criminal courts. Judge
Ayers joined the Ventura County legal
community in 1984 as a Deputy District
Attorney. After twenty-five years as a
prosecutor (two of those years in Fresno
County), Judge Ayers was appointed to
the Ventura County Superior Court in
2009 by the former Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger. (Read more abour Judge
Ayers’ legal professional journey in the July
2012 issue of Citations) Judge Ayers retires
from the bench effective August 15¢h.

Contemplations of Time on the Bench

During her fifteen years on the bench,
Judge Ayers has experienced working with
and learning from wonderful colleagues.
Serving on the bench proved to be an
interesting job for her and one that always
presented new things to learn. Judge Ayers
expressed, as attributed by Judge Patricia
Murphy (ret.), that service on the bench
is not a job for the faint of heart. Serving
as a judge proves to place limitations on
personal and political associations and may
require the severance of existing friendships.
Judge Ayers has carried the weight of
decisions that need to be made in the
courtroom while facing the reality that she
would not be able to make everyone happy
or whole again. She has grappled with the
hard reality that even as a judge, there were
some occurrences and consequences from
people’s decisions that she could not fix
and the choices she had available to remedy
or rectify them seemed insufficient. Judge
Ayers’ time on the bench has increased her
patience and ability to be objective. After
spending close to forty years in criminal
law, Judge Ayers opines that the area of
criminal practice is interesting, evolving,
and intriguing with an admirable end goal
— justice.

Judge Ayers’ Thoughts on Best Practices

Be prepared. Read documents ahead of
the hearing time, know what options are
available and what outcomes you want —
before the hearing. Talk to other counsel
to know what to expect. Ventura is an
accommodating local bar and attorneys
tend to be willing to help each other.

Don’t be so adversarial. Dont be so
demanding. There is a lot of room to work
things out. Working well with opposing
counsel often leads to better outcomes for
both sides and gets things done a lot faster.
Most cases shouldn’t be all or nothing.

Reputation is easily won and hard to get rid
of. A good reputation will proceed you. Be
forthcoming. Don't be rude. Be respectful
to fellow attorneys and the Court.

What's Next for Judge Ayers?

Judge Ayers has been in the workforce
since the age of 13. She is ready to chill
and relax, at least for the first six months of
retirement. At this time, Judge Ayers does
not have a desire to continue practicing law
but knows that the options are limitless for
how she can spend her time in this new
chapter of her life. Some of Judge Ayers
hobbies include caring for her beautiful
dogs (Pepper Grace, Willa, and Arlo),
antique collections, fleece knitting, estate
sales, auctions, sewing, and gardening.

Warm Wishes & Reflections from the Bar

“Judge Ayers was my chambers mate for
several years during my time in a criminal
assignment and we became good friends
at that time. I fondly remember being
an “uncle” to some of the guide dogs she
was raising and training, enjoying their
morning greetings and kisses. Judge Ayers
always had a kind smile, helped me with
difficult sentencing decisions, and was a
fun lunch buddy. I wish her the best in
her hard-earned retirement. The residents
of Ventura County are better off because
of her selfless service as a judge.” Judge
Roger L. Lund

“I was involved in a ten-week complex
fraud jury trial with Judge Ayers. Judge
Ayers read everything the attorneys wrote
and by the end of the case, she knew the
case better than we did. That trial stretched
from Thanksgiving into January. Due
to frequent bench conferences, we had
swapped multiple viruses between counsel
and the court. I was sick and running on
fumes by the end. While defense counsel
was extremely professional, his client
sought every advantage. One of those was
frequently asking me to repeat questions
or reread an exhibit that was displayed
because she “could not see it.” I objected
to the practice, understanding that most
judges would not become involved. I was
pleasantly surprised that Judge Ayers was, as
usual, two steps ahead of me and had been
keeping notes on this practice. Objection
sustained.” Howard Wise, Senior Deputy
District Attorney

“I conducted my third ever jury trial
with Judge Ayers in March 2013. It was
a misdemeanor possession of a controlled
substance case. Given my inexperience, I
asked if she would meet with me after the
trial to give me her insight. Judge Ayers
agreed and was so encouraging and friendly.
She gave me advice that I carried with me
throughout my career. She said that she
noticed I could be soft-spoken and she said
there was nothing wrong with being a soft-
spoken prosecutor, because she was a soft-
spoken prosecutor before becoming a judge.
She then said, just make sure you remain
assertive so people don’t mistake being a
soft-spoken woman prosecutor with being
a pushover. She went on to explain how
sometimes, in the law, people who werent
the loudest voice in the room, particularly
women, can be mistaken as timid or
uninformed but make sure when I speak,
people listen. I'm grateful she took the time
to speak with me and encouraged me that
I could find success while remaining true
to who I am.” Amber Lee, Senior Deputy
District Attorney

“Thank you for the many years of service
you have given to our community. I had the
good fortune to have worked with you both
as an attorney and a judge. You have been
a mentor and a friend. I wish you all the

best.” Judge Gilbert A. Romero



“Judge Ayers inspires me with her
composed, no-nonsense manner, her
wisdom and her dedication to the court.
She has served our community with both
true heart and pragmatism, harmonizing
compassion with neutrality. Her retirement
is an incredible loss for us all. Thank you
for being a friend and mentor; we will miss
you, Judge Ayers!” Judge Ronda McKaig

“For most criminal judges and attorneys
alike, mornings in courtroom 13 are foreign
in nature. Depending on the morning, the
types of mental health proceedings vary.
Mental Health Diversion is different than
Mental Health Court. Felony competency
proceedings are different than misdemeanor
competency proceedings. Accordingly, if
another judge was covering for Judge Ayers,
the combination of foreign subject matter
along with varying procedures resulted in
matters being continued out instead of
being acted on substantively; and by just
continuing matters out in her absence, what
her job entailed was underappreciated.

What I will miss most about Judge Ayers
is her passion for the subject matter. It
takes a special person to be the mental
health judge and Judge Ayers was that
person. She thought about the victims,
she thought about the defendants, and
she thought about our community. Judge
Ayers understood that there is a time for
everything: a time for leniency and a time
for protection, a time to encourage and
a time to reprimand, a time for second
chances and a time for termination.

While I did not always agree with Judge
Ayers, she always had my respect due to
her preparedness and dedication to making
informed decisions. Before every ruling,
she read everything; motions, doctors
reports, case law, you name it. Not only
would she read everything, but if you ever
needed to borrow the court’s copy, you
would see highlights and handwritten notes
all throughout her documents which was a
testament to her passion; and by reading
everything, Judge Ayers understood the
big picture.
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Judge Ayers, while you had what may have
felc like a thankless job for many years in
13, I noticed you, I appreciated you and
I thank you.” Chelsea Noble, Senior
Deputy District Attorney

Judge Ayers has left a positive impact on
the Ventura County legal community and
her presence at the Ventura Hall of Justice
courthouse will surely be missed. We wish
you the best in your next new season!

Christal Porter is an
attorney with Rodnunsky
& Associates, practicing
in the areas of trust and
estate  litigation — and
estate planning. She can
be reached at the office ar
(818) 737-1090.

AP NIELSON-STINNETT RECEIVERS

Lindsay F. Nielson is pleased to announce the association of attorney
Jeffrey J. Stinnett in the Receivership practice. The principal, Mr.
Nielson, has served as a Court Appointed Receiver, Referee, Special
Master and Successor Trustee in over 600 cases in the last 40 years.

We have been involved in assisting the Court with:

= Sale of Properties = Business/Partnership Dissolutions

» Partition Actions = Matters Requiring a Referee

We have sold hundreds of properties and businesses. We have been
called upon by the courts to operate businesses in litigation from
hotels, grocery stores, an agricultural fertilizer company,
a medical billing practice, a film distribution company
and others. We have worked for many judges in Santa
Barbara, Ventura County as well as in Orange, Los

Angeles, and Riverside Counties.

LINDSAY F. NIELSON

845 E. Santa Clara St.
Ventura, CA 93001
(805) 658-0977
Nielsonlaw®@aol.com
JEFFREY J. STINNETT
260 Maple Court, # 221
Ventura, CA 93003

(805) 765-4969
Jeff@stinnett-lawfirm.com

California
Receivers

Forum
Members




Barry A. Cane /™

v Disability Income Insurance
ﬁ. Business Overhead Expense

Tel: (805) 496-5537
email: barry@caneinsur.com

1390 Morrow Circle, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362.

California Insurance License #0740274

PROBATE, TRUST & DIVORCE REALTOR

\ JOSE LUIZ MORALES

Serving Ventura, Santa Barbara and Los Angeles Counties

RESULTS MATTER
The largest asset in your case deserves a proven expert

222123 [221100+] [.i51100+
MARKET REVIEWS SERVED IN

Market average: 70 days **Yelp, Zillow, Google & Facebook Market Average =5

805 387 9333




A CORNERSTONE FOR NEW LAWYERS:
STRONG START PROGRAM

Year one policy premium only $500.

Our Strong Start Program is an easy to apply for program designed to provide
coverage to solo practitioners who have been licensed for thirty six months or less.

Lawyers’ Mutual leverages our strength and experience to support you, eliminating
some of the risk associated with starting a new practice.

Key points about the Strong Start Program™:

Limits of liability $100,000 per claim / $300,000 in the aggregate.

Cyber coverage endorsement at no charge.

$50,000 Claims Expense Allowance outside limits included.

20% discount for members of five consecutive years in the Strong Start Program
converting to our Standard rating system.

¢ Financing available over nine monthly installments.

Become a member now for instant free access to the following benefits:

anf

Lawyer-to-Lawyer hotline Legal Research System Continuing Legal Education

Protect your practice. Protect your clients. Protect your future.

www.lawyersmutual.com

*Terms and conditions apply.

=
Our strength is your insurance % e O & M
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Ken Wallis 805 218 3402

Lic#01700449

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS CERTIFIED TRUST & PROBATE SPECIALIST
Serving Ventura, Santa Barbara & Los Angeles Counties

RESIDENTIAL 0 MULTI-FAMILY ¢ COMMERCIAL ¢ BUSINESS SALES

¢ Expert Property Valuations | handle transactions with sensitivity and professionalism,
respecting the unique challenges probate cases often

¢ Streamlined Sales .
entail.

¢ Compassionate Service I work diligently to maximize the estate's return on real

¢ Maximized Returns estate assets.

PROBATE, TRUST, BK & DIVORCE REALTOR

ARS

ALTERMATIVE RESOLUTHIM CENTERS

Affordable, Reliable &
Convenient

VENTURA o _ Tl

Philip Hon. Frederick Lori M. Anthony S.

M E D I ATI O N Barbaro, Jr,, Esq. H.Bysshe (Ret.) Dobrin, Esq. Khoury, Esq.
CENTER

840 COUNTY SQUARE DRIVE
2ND FLOOR
VENTURA, CA 93003

805.643.1052
www.arc4adr.com

Neutrals Available Hon. Frank . Hon. Vincent J. Mike
In Person and Ochoa (Ret.) 0'Neill, Jr. (Ret.) Strauss, Esq.
Statewide Via Zoom
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childsupport.countyofventura.org

(866) 901-3212

dcss.outreach@ventura.org

Al

VENTURA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES

LET US HELP YOUR CLIENT WITH
THEIR CHILD SUPPORT NEEDS

Agency Services

Establishment of child support orders
Establishment of parentage

In-office settlements & stipulations
Payroll deductions & assistance with
collecting child support payments
Partnering with other states to enforce
support orders

Case management/direct access to a
case manager

Order modifications

Arrears determinations

Customer Service

Multilingual staff

In-person & virtual appointments
available; walk-ins welcome

24/7 access to online case information
Convenient payment options

Direct deposit available

Our Attorneys

Dee Dinnie, Managing Attorney
dee.dinnie@ventura.org

Jim Allen, Senior Child Support Attorney
jim.allen@ventura.org

Michael Marcelo, Senior Child Support Attorney
michael.marcelo@ventura.org

Elina Avagimova, Child Support Attorney
elina.avagimova@ventura.org

About Us

Our mission is to ensure children receive
consistent financial and emotional support
from both parents. We have a dedicated
team of professionals that guide each family
through the child support process, from case
establishment to case closure. Let's work
together to transform lives through the true
power of child support.
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BAR ASSOCIATION

Need to reach out to
your colleagues and rely

on their experiences?
Use the VCBA ListServes
which are a Member Benefit!

The ListServe is intended to facilitate
communication among its members by
providing an opportunity to post a query
on asubstantive or procedural issue. Once
you send an email, every member on that
specific list will receive the message. To
protect the ListServe participants from
spam or other unwanted solicitation,
you can only send messages using the
email in your VCBA Profile. Otherwise, it
will automatically be rejected. Members
are automatically added based off your
Areas of Practice and VCBA Sections you
belong to. If you do not belong to
that group email, the system will
not allow you to use it.

vcha_administrative@intustalk.com
vcha_adr@intustalk.com
vcba_appellate@intustalk.com
vcba_bankruptcy@intustalk.com
vcha_business@intustalk.com
vcha_civil_lit@intustalk.com
vcba_civil_rights@intustalk.com
vcha_construction@intustalk.com
vcha_consumer@intustalk.com
vcba_corporate@intustalk.com
vcha_criminal@intustalk.com
vcba_disability@intustalk.com
vcha_education@intustalk.com
vcha_elder@intustalk.com
vcba_epp@intustalk.com
vcha_family@intustalk.com
vcha_federal@intustalk.com
vcba_immigration@intustalk.com
vcha_insurance@intustalk.com
vcba_ip@intustalk.com
vcba_labor_employment@intustalk.com
vcha_land_use@intustalk.com
vcba_malpractice@intustalk.com
vcba_municipal_governmental@intustalk.com
vcha_non-profit@intustalk.com
vcha_real_estate@intustalk.com
vcha_taxation@intustalk.com
vcha_torts@intustalk.com

StoreRite « Shredding |
Secure Information Storage & Destruction

(577) 5925k

WSt and QitSite Shredding Sevices's NoGontracts

free '.“'H “"dl"l[ tu eam mur |
You don't have to se

R
S
0)

S

Big things often have small beginnings - Support your local business

§ e‘“‘"‘ Couy, T X
@,;%Mﬁ

REAL catnT®

Re. Your Real Estate Advisor

TEAM DEMBOWSKI

Bankruptcy Sales « Court-Ordered Sales ¢ Divorce Sales

- Investment Properties « Probate Sales « Trust Sales -

- Ellyn Dembowski is a graduate of the Pepperdine S
~ Mediation Program with more than 27 years of
experience in mediation.

VALUATIONS PROVIDED WITHIN 24 HOURS

““' wm Team Dembowski

- J Ellyn Dembowski / Kellye Patterson
Top Producer 2007-2018

‘
805.320.1206, 805.415.4419
b team@teamdembowski.com
DRE 01441424 /01914558

© 2019 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties is a member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC.

BLRI\&.HIRE. HATHAWAY

HomeServices
California Properties

LUXURY
COLLECTION
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Please consider donating to these scholarship funds
J. Roger Myers and M. Carmen Ramirez

VENTURA COUNTY
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

J. ROGER MYERS M. CARMEN RAMIREZ
SCHOLARSHIP LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP
Fund ID: MYERJR Fund ID: Carmen Ramirez

AW

MYERS WIDDERS
GIBSON JONES & FEINGOLD %COUNTY 06 VENTURA
LLP
5 Si R

ttttttt ys at Law ince 1971 District 5 = Supel‘ViSOI’

Please visit VCBA’s webpage for more information
www.vcba.org/vccf-scholarships/

VCCF is a 501(c)3 public charity, Federal Tax ID: 77-0165029.
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We Take The Calls
You Get the Clients

With its low enrollment fee, LRIS is one of the most effective ways to help your
community and increase your clientele.
Be part of a nationwide service. It's a win-win all around! Request your application.

bar@vcba.org or 805-650-7599.

. AMERICANBARASSOCIATION
S . Since 1959
» ' Meets ABA Standards
SSOCIATIO

Lawyer Referral Service for Lawyer Referral

$100 off new customer special | 5% off for returning customers

GET A FREE QUOTE (805) 218-4660 New VCBA
TheGlassManWindowWashing.com Member Benefit




HAVE YOU HEARD:?

Judge Jeffrey G. Bennett retired on
July 12, 2024, from the Superior Court of
California, County of Ventura after more
than 15 years of service. Judge Bennett was
elected as Judge of the Ventura Superior
Courton June 3, 2008, and was administered
the oath of office on January 5, 2009, filling
the vacancy created by the retirement of
Judge Bruce A. Clark. During his tenure,
Judge Bennett was assigned to civil, criminal
and juvenile matters.

Before he joined the Ventura Superior Court,
Judge Bennett served as Chief Deputy of
the Ventura County District Attorney’s
Special Prosecutions Division beginning
in 2002. Prior to that, he served as a Chief
Deputy District Attorney of the Child
Support Operations and Administration
Division beginning in 1999. From May
1994 through 1998, he was Chief Deputy
District Attorney in charge of the Bureau of
Investigation. He also managed the Major
Fraud Unit. He joined the Ventura County
District Attorney’s Office in January 1989 as
a Deputy District Attorney and became the
Major Fraud Supervisor in 1993. He is also a
former University of California Police officer

and Sacramento County deputy sheriff.

Judge Bennett has served as an Adjunct
Professor at Ventura College of Law, as
well as serving as a committee member for
the Santa Barbara & Ventura Colleges of
Law’s Compensation & Benefits Oversight
Committee.

Judge Bennett earned his Bachelor of Arts
degree from California State University
Sacramento (1978) and his Juris Doctorate

degree from Santa Barbara College of Law
(1988).

“It has been my great honor to have served
the People of the State of California for
over forty-five years” said Judge Bennett.

Ventura County Legal Aid to Receive
IOLTA Funding in 2025.

Beginning in 2025, Ventura County Legal
Aid (VCLA) will receive IOLTA funding.
The funds will provide additional resources
for VCLAs mission to serve indigent
Ventura county residents and their families.
IOLTA approval also designates VCLA
as a Qualified Legal Services Provider
(QLSP), opening the door for additional
grant opportunities and participation in
the State Bar’s Pro Bono Practice Program.
The program allows qualifying legal services
organizations to “sponsor” emeritus attorneys
who limit their practice to pro bono work,
so they do not have to pay annual bar dues.
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Steven Trolard, a Ventura College of
Law alumnus, passed away on February
11, 2024. Steven practiced with his loving
wife and effervescent paralegal Jubilee in
the County for over 25 years. Jubilee passed
just days before Steven. Please contact
CITATIONS with any memories of Steven
and Jubilee you'd like to share for an
upcoming obituary.

Yolanda Castro

- REAL ESTATE BROKER « REALTOR -

SERVING VENTURA COUNTY, CA

AND SURROUNDING AREAS

DIVORCE « PROBATE * TRUST

CONSERVATORSHIP « BANKRUPTCY SALES

PROVEN RESULTS SINCE 2003

"Yolanda's professionalism and preparation put her head and
shoulders above her peers in the real estate industry. Her work ethic,
knowledge of her market and attention to detail demonstrate her
pursuit for always advocating for her client's best interests. She is
indeed a pleasure to work with, and on several occasions, she assisted
in successfully resolving sensitive matters that benefited her clients
while maintaining dignity to all involved.”

- Lori Dobrin,
Attorney and Mediator

"Yolanda is a true professional. She is always checking in with her
clients and referral partners and going above and beyond for them.
She is easy to talk to and her dedication to ensuring that her clients
receive the best outcome, whether it is to sell or buy a home, is clear
in the way she conducts herself in every transaction.”

(805) 797.4524
Yolanda@CastroRealtyCompany.com

- Rennee R. Dehesa,
Esq. Estate Planning Business Law & Bankruptcy

“~>CASTRO
-

a® REALTY COMPANY

DRE: 01406193  BROKERAGE DRE: 02087306




DAVE WALTER

With HUNDREDS of closed listings in:

v PROBATE sales
v BANKRUPTCY sales
v DIVORCE sales
v FORECLOSURE sales
v TRUST sales

Dave is your go-to Real Estate Agent
serving Ventura County.

When you hire Dave, you GET Dave.

v HANDS-ON Service

v" CONSTANT Communication
v" SUPERIOR Negotiating Skills
v" AGGRESSIVE Marketing Skills

2,000+ | -DAVE

WALTER

I TEAM
Homes Sold! 009494 -D AV E zss

PINNACLE

(805) 494-DAVE (3253) s




CLASSIFIEDS

SENIOR ASSOCIATE ATTORNEYS
Well-established Ventura County law firm
specializing in Public Entity Defense seeks a
Senior Associate Attorney with minimum 5
years’ experience & ability to eventually handle
own caseload. Advancement opportunities.
Public entity defense experience preferable, but
not required. Competitive salary and benefits
in flexible, relaxed working environment
not far from the beach. Email resume to

kwood@woodfinck.com.

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY - Cowdrey
Jenkins, LLP, seeks an associate attorney
for elder abuse/wrongful death/medical
malpractice cases. The ideal candidate
will have 7+ years of litigation experience,
including trials. You bring your knowledge
of civil litigation, and we will train you on
the substantive law. Excellent support team
and latest technology. Base salary, health/
dental/vision, 401(k), reasonable hours, plus
significant bonuses available. Résumé to
sco wdrej/ @co wdreyjm/ei 7s.com.

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY - Needed for an
Awesome Growth Opportunity - Compass
Legal Group, APC is a family law firm in
Ventura, CA, servicing the surrounding
counties. The office will be flexible for the right
candidate, and looking for a CA attorney with
one-year of experience in family law, or an
experienced and reliable family law paralegal,
who can manage multiple calendars, draft
pleadings, perform billing and client intake.
Pay commensurate upon experience; low
billable requirement; paid MCLE (after 90-
day probation). Please email your resume to
Jjames@yourlegalcompass.com for consideration.

WESTLAKE VILLAGE LAW FIRM SEEKS
SECRETARY/LEGAL ASSISTANT - Well
established (40 yr) busy law firm seeks well
qualified legal secretary/assistant (full time
or part time) for litigation and transactional.
Exciting career opportunity. Experience with
Windows, Microsoft Outlook, WordPerfect,
Word, Excel, Essential Forms or similar,
Timeslips. Email resume in confidence to
sam@silverandarsht.com.

LITIGATION ASSOCIATE. Schneiders &
Associates, LLP., secks a litigation associate
with 2-10 years of litigation experience.
Manage multple matters simultaneously,
willingness to expand in new practice areas,
knowledge of employment law. Enjoy
flexibility and a collaborative environment
Qualified candidates invited to submit resumes
to Roy Schneider at rschneider @rstlegal.com

RESEARCH ATTORNEY - The Ventura
Superior Court has an open position
for a Research Attorney. Please visit the
Court's Job Opportunities webpage at
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/venturasc?
for more information.

NURSE CONSULTING - Bouver Legal
Nurse Consulting provides medical record
review and analysis for PI, Med Mal, &
other attorney clients. Available for medical
chronologies, case summaries, demand letters,
IME observation, expert witness location, and
merit reviews. We do the medical, so you can
handle the legal. Contact Nicole 661-644-
3185 or nicole@bouverlegal.com
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LOOKING FOR PAID INTERNSHIP
Hello everyone, I am Shayonna Huley, a
recent graduate of CSUCI. Currently I am
seeking a paid summer internship to enhance
my capabilities before pursuing law school.
Available from June Ist to August 15th,
I bring a diverse skill set and am eager to
discuss how I can contribute to your team.
My contact is Shayonnah3@gmail.com

NEXT-GEN APPRAISALS

® Experience a paradigm shift in Real Estate valuations, embrace
the future with state-of-the-art data science methodologies.

® Understand the "why" behind the value. We break down our
statistical analysis in a clear and transparent manner.

Joseph Harvard: California Certified Residential Appraiser

cellitext: 707.322.4407

Non-Attorney member: Ventura County Bar Association

AR033903
email: jharvard@sonic.net

b

=

805.340.5025
kay@realestatemagic.com
www.divorceprofessional.me

[HRE Paas TRl

Kay Wilson-Bolton
Certified Divorce Professional

U Making Divorce a Little Easier

=}
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Ventura County Bar Association

4475 Market Street, Suite B PAID
Ventura, CA 93003 OXNARD, CA 55030

DAVID#2’S EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT. WITH TROOP #128, THE
TEAM REPAIRED THE VENTURA COLLEGE SIGN ON THE

VENTURA HILLSIDE. MARCH 9™, 2024!
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ciate your criminal law referrals!

e: api'e
WWW.StrongestDefense.COM
805-477-0070
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